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(owt Keewerling realleed when he became wom out by the bottomless pit 
Phenomenon of Chie prodigious mann lie wrote, “The Chinese leltlven] in the 
wnowt profewd man tna the world.” 


ul altplane Landed ta Canton 


li wae « elamtfloant colmeltdence that Canton would be the Cirat apot ta China 
we would greet, Canton iteell wae the Ciret etepping place for travelers and 
aicleat Arab @erchante who were headed to China, According to Omant sources 
the tleet one of them te de eo wae an Omand merchant, who te Abu 'Ubaydah 
‘Aydallah toe al Oeste. He eatled (rom Oman to Canton around 13) Hegira lor] 
PV ALD, to purchawe aloe and lumber from China, le was the man who came to 
be known ae Stadbad, 


lhe tieat Atab record of a ea jourmey to these regions was written by another 
Arab @erchant called Sulayeaan who traveled often to india and China, He wrote 
in hie record about 100 yeare after Abu ‘Ubayda'a journey that (Khanqu) «which 
in vow Canton and witch the Chinese pronounce an GCuangshou- was a harbor for 
ships ood @ gathering place for the merchandinve of the Arabs and the Chinese, 
ibn datutah, whe traveled to China 5 ecenturtes after the merchant Sulaynan 
called tt the China of the Ghtnese of China (Clan). We considered it “one of 
the largeat citles with the beat marketa” adding that 60 daya lof travel | ne p- 
arated tt trom the (Ya'tul) and (Ma'juj) dam despite bin statement that, "I did 
wt gee tn that comtry anyone who had seen tue dam or anyone who had seen anyone 
vw oa tt.” 


lhie then te the southern gateway to China--the closest air [and] sea port to 
the bordere- where entry @easures are completed; anyone who has not completed 
the @eaeures may be detained there before he reaches the capital. This is a 
old oyetem tn Ohtoa that te @ore than 10 centurtes old: foreigners are de- 
taloed at the bordere where the @erchandiee and documenta carried by each are 
wrted betore Lanyone| ta allowed to enter. Therefore, it was not atrange for 
(mton which te a boraer city te be conetdered “the gathering place for the 
oor hondtiee of the Arabe aod the Ghinewe."” The Arab merchants’ atreet ia attil 
the place arownd which what ta left of the Muslin community in the city tis atill 
ettted, 


‘tft wae quiet at the oaltport, [there wae no other sound but that of] bieyeles 
ywolng back and forth aerons the alrport. They substituted for the cara that 
ave weed ta the vortous atrperte of the world. Civil servants were scattered 
slong the diatance between the etatre to the alrplane and the waiting hall. 
lhey were looking at the people whe were arriving with eyes filled with antici- 
ptiion and curiosity. lle scene was somewhat strange and amatng because the 
people whe were orriving were alee staring at the faces of the Chinese with 
reater curtoalty It seemed as though each group wae treating the other as 
ihough tt bed just arrived Crom a different planet and a different world. 


lie tumult, the flotowen wd the folly of Hong Kong which we had just left 
behind wae et tll echotog in our eare when our airplame landed in Canton, The 
dist mee between the teland and the city can be traveled in oo @ore than halt 
any ofucnuse otey airpl uh 








he utillness at Canton \irport, Pe eretD ithe tive imp be ity of tle pooptle » Etrerdd 


smiles and their extreme pentlen itfected us with a deep sense of tranquillity 
and peace, in Hong Nong one deals with an artifictal creature whe in pleced 
together and who | Neither Chine Tha lay mene, American oor bus opean, He in 

a creature who | wither with virtue nor agatoat viee, but whe tea rather 4 
mixture of all thin | + creature Wack up ool | Hanke and patches trom here and 
there dyed in brigvght, lowd colore that ite’ attractive and lyet] lakes in 


\ ant on, howevel . aetee di 4 | ms Wil haere ature wiht leat uronr ime del ined . wha ‘ 
peraonality i: ‘ lea and wiht | if itisant t vise fa) himeell, 


Vur next atop wae He.) lig, 
For 3} houre | gaged at the urftace of China trom the ats 


» fot belleving that 1 
wae tinally on my way to Cle pital of the Kingdom of secret 


From the airplane Liifa appeare to have turned ite back to the world and wep 
arated iteelf trom tt deserts, Hille and huge mountatos separate it [from 
others] on land, and the great ocean separates it to the sea. China seeme to 
have built between the land and the sea ita exciting and unique world which te 
traversed by 5,000 rivers, to which 2,000 lalanda are attached and tn whose 


confines L billton people Liv YS) million people to be specitic, according 


to the eatimate | Liv aecond bali al tiyt youl ihina haa vaat apt icultural 
resources ilyving on it surtace md unlimited oatural resources beneath the 
surface It hides in the shadow of a civilization that covers 5,000 veara of 


written hiatory 


From the air one reallzesn that one ta de aling with a creature that ta untathom 
able » inserut abi Til een omprety Haible, Une diacovers that everyt hing that has 
been written about China did not intcoduce China as much as it did expresa the 
measure of understanding which writers were given the opportunity to obtain 
trom thelr experience of t hi exciting world, 


Our mission may be relatively easier we are golnpe to an attempt to tind the 
file of China's Muslime, th le that is in extetence and [yet] is misaing. 
inasmuch as that ia destined, we will then read a tew of ite pages. Although 
China's Muslias are a drop to thie sea whose shores are far apart, the subject 
does have its unknown areas which @uat [be tackled with] peratsatence and in 
Cisiveness., its riddle wm it i" teries are not contined to the present alone; 
they are also applicable to the pant Arabic of even foreign accounts that 
concerned themaelves with th mat or the present of China's Musali@s are rar: 

To be apecific, let m say that tt accounts about the Muslima’ past are few on 
rare, accounts about the Munsli present are almost non-existent. We may be 
the tiret press delegation str the Liberation of China tn 1949 to be permitted 
to pass through the gate a oat great wall to visit the Muslim areas, tneluding 
area that had been closed to toretgners until vent wo. such as the citie 
ot Urumal and turftan in the province of Klnjlang. 


Why Did The’ Upen tie Voor 


Why did the Chinese open the door to us thie way!’ The question troubled ae se 
lL powed it to all the loretpener md Chinese | met in Belling. 








Ihey watd, "The Islamic expansion which tn growtny now tn many directions had 

to be matehed with equal taterent by any state that han tntereats with Muslim, 
People in China are now preoeeupled with Cranglat lag numerous Inlamiec books, 

lhe books of Ahmad Amin, “The bawn, Forenoon and Noon ol intam"; the books of 

Dy Hasan Ibrahim, “Politteal, coelal and Beonoml: intam'; and other books as well 
are in the process of betog translated trom Arable to Chinese, (The tranalatton 
of “The Dawn of telaw" has actually been completed, ) 


When the scene of (hte lelamic expansion ta tn the areas of ofl and energy, Lhe 
interest th the pheno venon must be greater and Che emphasin on bullditng at rong 
bridges to these areas oust be greater, Beatden the ofl Tactor, mont of these 
oll areas=and eapectaliy the Gulf atates=-are algniticant markets for Chinene 
products, trom works of art to trinkets, 


They also sald, “Look tor the Soviets [behind | any Chinese dectaton now," 


fhe Soviet invasion of Afghantatan on 2/7 December 1979 wae tantamount to oa 
turning polot in Chinese polley toward talaw and Muslime, lomediately after 
thin tovaston Chinese polley became more active tn a friendly way toward Mun) tim 
so ae to show everyone that the Soviets were the aggressors agatnet ielam and 
Muslim. The Chinese meanwhile were standing in the square that was aiding 

and supporting telam and Muslims, 


(hie message was directed to the outatde world on the one hand and to China's 
Muslime, on the other; their baste areas of concentrat ion in Sinkiang are 
stretched along the borders that are adjacent to the Soviet Union, 


This interest to Musltias taside China manifested iteelf in the call to convene 
the Fourth Conference of the Chinen inlamic Soctety only 3 montha atter the 
Soviet tnvaston of Atyhanistan, This tie the conference that was convened in 
Beijing, the capital, ta April 1980 after 17 yearn of abaence, (The Cireat 
conference bad been convened ta 1955 to eatabliah the soctety;, the sec ond and 
the third were beld to 1956 and 1965, respectively.) Then another conterence 
for the Muslims of the province of Stnktang-«the Muslime’ sanctuary--was con 
vened early in duly Lo 


At that tourth conference tot the Githese inlamic Soctety, the vice president 
of the soctety gave a speech whieh he began by saving, “Ever stance It was 
catabliohed ta 1955, the seetety has achteved numerous results that are praise- 
worthy under the leadership of the Chinese Communtat Varty and the protect ton 
and oupport of Ulv prarcngehe * government.” lhen he declared that "A teow MOnQuer 
have now been reopened since the "pang of tour’ wae crushed, Others are being 
repaiced and restored, These monques too will open their doors to the fear 
future according to the actual « trcaumstances of the areas, Beatdes,” added 
the vice president, “religious Life for Chinese Muslias is now proceeding tn 
» normal, gradual tashion fhey can rectte the Holy Koran, for example; they 
m pray; and they can fast. Musita traditions that pertata to death and to 
food habits. have also regained the respectability that in proper to them.” 


hey aleo said, “In addition to the two factors of being advantageous and attack- 
jog the Soviete, there ts on the third hand, a climate of relative openness that 








han been prevalling tn China alace 19/8, that ta, alnee the ‘gang ef tour’ wan 
Crushed and the tew lLeaderahip Cook over the reina of powers Many partlen 
benefited trom thin climate, Voaonp them in yeneral are the people who subscribe 
to religionay they had been oppressed and persecuted throughout the LO yeara of 
the Cultural Revolut ton 

For all these reasona the told um that there wan a trend to be triendly to the 
Mua lime of Chita "Tye doors were coprarnys dto vou tor tye same reason: . and vou 
have come here, to bel ling,” 

An Artiatic “Surprtee” 

At the tlme of our arrival io Beljtog, the capital of the kingdom of secicts was 


discussing with conatderable tnt 


koute,” 


erest a play entitled, "Stories on the Silk 





The silk route was the princlpal terrestrial bridge between China and the West 
(they mean the Arabs and the Perstans) until the beginning of the LOth century 
A.V. The musical play telle the atory of a Peralan merchant whose name tia 
Aminus who was traveling on the coad with his merchandise, He wan about to 
expire because of a md storm tha’ took him by surprise during his ,ourney, 
hut he was saved by a Chinese patater, (Chang) and hia daughter, (Ying Niang). 
Highway robbers, however, kidnap the [painter's] daugh cer who ts found years 
later by the father. She had been sold as a slave and had become a dancer in 
a theatrical group. The father, however, was unable to pay her ransom. The 
Persian merchant met [the painter] and returned the favor: he paid the sum 
that was required to tree the beautiful Yang. Wowever, the local ruler in the 
city where the merchants of the east and the west meet plans a scheme to recap- 
ture the girl So her father leaves her in the charge of his Persian triend, 
Aminusa, and iang eacapes with the mer hant to Persia where she establishes a 
itrong triendship with its people. She learns their dances and she teaches 
them heres. Time por by and Aminu journeys on the etlk route on a mission to 
China and takes Yang with hin A on as the evil ruler tinds out about her 
arrival, he prods a gang of tin mm to kidnap her. The news is Leaked to the 
lather, Chang, who tries to warn the merchant and his daughter, but he dies under 
those cireumatances, and the young woman escapes [rom the kidnapping. She goes 
lmmeciately to the market of the elt where she etands in the midat of all the 
people, exposing the culer and revealing his conduct, [Eventually], the ruler 
and the pang that wa immsisting him are arrested; calm isa restored to the city; 
the bonds of triendship between merchants of the east and of the west are 
strengthened; and the curtain talle amidet loud and tervent applause. 

Becauae everything ia sliulated ts hina, the message conveyed by the play, 
"On the Stik Route,” tri t ill attention to the weat, [that is,] to the 
Arabs and the Persians woo have equal representation with the Chinese tn the 
play. This item steme trom the desire to turther the value of Criendship and 
openness to others in the current stage. The Chinese, who is an artiat, and 
the Persian, who | i merchant, support one another tn confronting evil. The 
daughter learns lerstan dance and teaches the Perstans Chinese dance in obvious 
“artiet i cooperation When victory ts achtleved over the evil ruler and his 
gang, everybody enjoy: peace and satet 











Anetent history is at the center of the movie and the play which otter no new 
information even though they clearly reflect a new apirit in treatment, The 
green Light doesn not show @ passer=by the road; it only allowa him to go through 
and to proceed beyond the point of stopping. tn a highly regimented country 
Which tCurna to the authority for advice, whether it ta headed by the son ol 

the heavens or the chalrman of the party, green Lights are extremely tmportant 
to people, They clearly mean that there are no interdietions and that there ta 
no objection to advancing tn thie direetton, 


We were fortunate to arrive in Beijlag when all the green lights on our way 
were | it ‘ 


Those Arabs: Tasthte hi 


Vur polat of departure was th xinoliog of the roade-«1 mean, when Talam came 

to China and became settled in sections of China that were remote from the heart 
lund, This matter raises 1,001 questions about Islam's odyssey to this country=- 
the courses and the turns it took and the clear or blocked paths [on which tt 
traveled], IC raises questions about the Muslims’ past, their present and per- 
haps their tuture too, Lt is a road that will inevitably touch upon the unique 
composition of the people of China and their stance on religions in general and 
ou tslam in partticular-erather, thelr stance on Almighty God more specifically. 


i spent a month in China trying to answer these questions in what may be consid- 
ered an ettort whose ultimate objective was to read some of the pages of thi: 
existing [yet] missing file. 


| don't think [ need to explain what | encountered throughout this journey of 
exploration in the pages ot this tile. Suffiee it to mention that this profound 
journey took place in China, in the kingdom of secrets, in the country ol God's 
most profound creatures, those who are most suspicious of strangers. 


the matter required that reference be made without tall to numerous Chinese 
studies, published and unpublished, to the archives of the huge Beljing Library 
and the museums of the princtpal cities whi: abound with relics of the distant 
and near past. The matter also required t t I conduct lengthy interviews with 
jome experts and spectalists who are knowl. dgeable about the affairs of Muslims, 
lthat is] other than with old and young Muslims. 


We were allowed to go on a tour of some of the Islamic areas and the important 
centers that have close ties to Islam's odyssey in China, From Beijing we went 
to Urumqi, the capital of Xinjlang Province which has an Islamic character. 
Then we went to Turfan, the second city in the province. From there we went 

to Xian, the old capital and the Last stop on the silk route for one coming 
from the lands of the Arabs and the Persians. From Xlan we went to Shanghal, 
the second city in China, then to Canton, the first one of China's cities reached 
by the Arabs who had come to China by sea. It is a journey that stretched trom 
the west to the south and alternated between the breath of spring, stifling heat 
and bitter cold tor a distance that exceeded 20,000 kilometers. During that 
journey we tlew for about §0 hours on Russian MIG airplanes that are used in 
civilian domestic transport. The airplanes still have their Russian marks and 
letters, 

















Alter tout big the country in) tht ter low Liniy! that tour laste Live peri man whew 
probes the heart of China doen nevertheless teel that what he doen not knew 
about China ia much more than what le knowa: that what remalas hbldden ta many 
times more what wan revealed; and that the moat that he obtalned wan that he 
served himaell one scoop trom 4 sea of truth and drowned ta a aea of amtlen, 


Preelalamic Relat lone 


Those who swatd that Chitha wan thy "\ itadine of hintortana” did not CARBO rate 
at all in [ustng! thie deseriptlon in tact 
Chinese recorda relate tn imstoundtiae letatl detalled accounta of China's history 
since the year 3,000 B.C. (WEIL Durant te akeptical about the atatementa they 
make about what antedated the 8th century BYC,, but he credita what they sald 
atter that.) This te because the court of the emperor, the son of the heavens, 
included of ficial hisatorlansa who recorded everything that took place ta the court, 
It le true that thie te the emperor's history, but we muat not forget that the 
emperor was everything, 


» they were LOO percent correct, 





There ts only one problem and reatriction tn reading these records, Not knowlng 
the Chinese language is an obstacle that prevents one trom making good use of 
these records, What alleviates this [ditttculty] somewhat ta the tact that some 
of these records, especially those about signifteant pertodsa tn the history of 
China, have been translated into Boglieh. In addition, the efforta of Local 
translators help make the researcher's task easter. Perhaps tt ta this Language 
barrier that helped reduce [the amount of] rellable sctentific writing about 
China, whether the subject pertained to thelr relationships with Arabs, Muslims 
or others, 


Being a history of government, these records are restricted saince they present 
and formulate tacts trom an extremely offtetal Chinese perspective, tin anctent 
Limes the Chinese considered themselves a race superior to others, as we shall 
see later, and every toreign interaction they had was designed as though It 

were 4 torm of subordination or submission and sometimes a plea for torgiveness. 
Even wher China's great Khan received the tamous Venetian traveler Marco Polo 
and his ‘ather and uncle in a relatively recent age~-1295 A.D.--Chinese records 
state thar the emperor received them as “lowly messengers from the rising west.” 


in this manver Chloese records generally tgnore the eventa that may minimize 
the emperor's prest lige or place him in a postition of equality to others. This 
would not be suitable to the son of the heavens in any case. 


In ancient Chinese records the counts of the Arab in that country which ts 
ial iL 
located west of Iran. 


Muslime are referred to in those records as tashish, that ta, al-Tajtk. rhe 
latter word ts a Perstan derivation of the Peralan word, tagl which was used 


to refer to the Arabs of the Tay tribe. Some Perstans used to consider the 
Tay tribe to be representative of the Arab world, and the word tazi or tajik 
came to be used to reter to every Arab or Muslim. Then the Chinese pronounced 


the word lTashtiah. 














Chinese recorda diatiogulah between the Umayyads and Abbasatda: they refer to 
they Unayyvadea asa Hal Taahl, or Arabs with white clothes; and they call the 
\bboseldea Hel Tashi oor Araba with black eclothea, Tl os ta a reference to the 
black eolor whieh the Abbasstda adopted aw their ecole, 


lhe word, Hui, however, ia used to reler to Muslimea who are of Arab and Persian 
origin. tt ta sold that the tlrat group of those Muslims arrived in China and 
eottled next to a tribe ealled Hul Shut with whitch they used to be Identified, 
[Eventually] the name was transmitted to them and became connected to them, and 
the Musiime tn south and central China came to be known aa Hula and to belong 
to the Hut ethnate group, 


lhe Prince of the Falthtul Ls reterred to in Chinese records as (Hanji Mumumbi). 


Harun al-Rashid was known as Alun--an R te pronounced an L in Chinese, and 
Ibrahim ie Bubim, 


hat was [the case] with the old language dictlonary, but the matter is difter- 
ent tor the new dlettonary, 


ln the Ineatitute of Foreign Languages in Beljing lutudents] study a history of the 
\rabs toa the Middle Ages by Protessor ‘'Abd-al-Rahman (Najunj) who gained his 

i} 'Alamtyab certittleate [ot scholarship] trom the Noble al-Aghar in 1937, He 
apectallzed to Islamic history and has been working as a protessor of history 
since 1940, In 1940 he returned [to China] to teach Arabic in the province ol 
Yunnan, and he ts now a teacher of history in the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 

He heads the team that is translating the works of Ahmad Amin who was his teacher 
in the College of Sctences tn Cairo to the mid thirttes, 


Professor (Najun)) was one of five who made up the first delegation in modern 
times to travel trom China to study in al-Azhar at the expense of one of the 
domestile ielamte seetettes. Three of the five have died and two have survived: 
one of them is still an unknown teacher in Yunnan, and he is still trying to 
lind his way to Betjing. 


lhe Mustim Chinese historian states in his book that China's relations with the 
\rabs antedate [slam and that in 139 A.D. Emperor Wudi had sent (Chang Chen) 

is his ambassador to the kingdoms of central Asta to establish friendly tiles 
with them. On that journey (Chang Chen) visited 36 small kingdoms in the area 
which tocluded the countries of the Perslana and the Arabs. 


Alter him another envoy, (Zhan Ying) vistted Persia and Iraq under orders ot 
Chines+ Commander Ban Zhao. When (Zaan Ying) arrived at che shores of the 
Persian Gult, he was oot able to sall to the west--that is, turther than [raq-- 
because there were no means of transportation and because che storms and the 
waves were severe, He did come back, [however], with an abundance of news about 
the \re’ world, 


(hese two journeys opened the Land route for travel between China and the Arab 
countrles to the west of Asta. (it is evident that they traveled on Land). 
lhe result was that the communications door was opened between China, Lraq and 
Syria across Iran, 

















"The Arabs, however,” adda 'Abdeal-Kahman (Wajunj), "were also well acquainted 
with China, The evidence for this lies in the tradition attributed to the 
Prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation: ‘Seek knowledge even Lt 
it in in China." 


When | told him that this tradition was dubtous, that Ibn Qayim al-Jueliyah 
had included it among questionable Cradition and that the two imama, al-Albani 
and al-Shukani considered it questionable or weak, hia response was that this 
did not alter the tact that China was known to the Arabs in the dawn of Lalam. 
"Lf the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him salvation, did not make thin 
statement, those who did make it at that early time must have known that there 
was a distant country named China." 


The Envoy of the Caliph of Muslims 


The history of the royal Tang Dynasty which ruled China for about three centurtes 
(618-907 A.D.) includes a chapter known as the (Tasheh) Record, or the Araba' 
Record, which describes the geography and the products of the Arab world, Chinese 
and Arab sources igree that the tirst offictal contact between Muslims and Chines« 
occurred during the reign of the Tang Dynasty and in the administration of Bmaperor 
Gao Zong in 651 A.D. (3031 Hegira). 


Chinese records atate that on 25 August 651 the first Arab envoy arrived in 
Changan, which is now Xian and was then the capital of China. He was sent by 
the Caliph Uthman ibn ‘Affan, and he met with the Emperor of China, 


The history of the ancient Tang Dynasty [states] that "the delegation came from 

a very distant land" and conveyed to the emperor news about the Arabian Peninsula 
which had witnessed the advent of a messenger sent by God from among the Arabs 
and advocating monotheism, “They said that their king was called (Hanji Mumumbi), 
that is the prince of the faithful, that their government had been established 

24 years ago and that so far they had had three kings." 


Chinese sources, however, do not state the reasons why the caliph of the Muslims, 
"Uthman ibn ‘Affan sent his delegation to meet the emperor. 's was in keeping 
with their custom of presenting "the son of the heavens" as the ideal to which 
everyone turns with entreaties and greetings. But the tact of the matter is 
otherwise: Arab and Western sources state that the king of China was the one 
who sent his envoys to the caliph of Muslims. We have already oentioned that 

the road between China and the land of the Arabs was open before the birth of 
Christ. 


The truth of the story is that atter the Persians and the Romans were defeated 
by the Muslims, both asked the king of China for aid, magnifying che danger of 
the Muslims’ growing power and claiming that Muslims will control the trade route 
which is of interest to China. It was stated that (Yazdijard), the “ing of the 
Persians sent his envoy to China after his defeat in the battle of (Naliawind) 

to seek aid from the king of China against the Muslims. The king of China, 

how ver, declined to give him oid, and then sent his envoys to the Muslims' 
caliph to find out the truth about this new and growing power in the Arabian 
Peninsula. This led ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan to send envoys to the king of China in 
reply to that initiative. 








i(hiheee eourtdes etate that Arab envoys came te China 17 times pe gerbes 1 he 


ceolwn ool the Tang Dynaaty which lasted appronimately } centurion ang reve seal 
ihe pertod of the adminteteatton af the two caliphe, ‘iiihman amd ‘Ali ae well 
ae the Umayyad aml Abbasald agen, 


lhe woot votable Arab embaeay of that petted was wiloubiedly that whith wan sent 
by the great Arab comeander Qutaybal thn Mualia al ahili, the eeonqueror ef 
contral Awla, tle troopea had feached Kashgar on the borderea of China at) that 

1 im ut Chine recaptured Gt later, and tt te new part of China, Thi war 

iy 96 Hepiva, Chat te, towards the ead of the admintetration of the Umayyad 
Caliph aleWaltd the "Abd-abeMabik, 


(Ninewe sources alee ipnored @entlonting thin ba ident for the same reason thal 
tie ofteoay of the king of Ohina te ‘Urbman iba 'Affan wae dropped, The reason 
jot tenoreie Liles tee bebewt |} here were pteatet becauee the eltuation wan More 
ctitteal (hore won wo Atab commander whe wae advancing lon ihinal with tie 
logione) be wan deattoyting af romgholde, and hie Lroopa were camping mutate the 
yates of Chima, the king of China appeased hie with what appeared to be Fate, 
hin te what aleTebart deeceiben in detatl tn volume 35 of “al-timam wa al Mav bak” 
INations aod Kinge | and what thn abeaAthit lalwo deweribes| tn volume % of 


"al Kawtl,” 
li taperor Appeals to al-Mansur for Ald 


here je another tnetdent, which is not leas Important, that wae dropped trom 
Chinese records and was not mentioned in them because the emperor here wan iol 
be log tite stened by an Atab ((anander, but he wan appealloy to the ¢ aliph of 
Munii@n tor ald, 


jn the @ld eighth century ALU. the empite war mua jax ted to @ Major rebellion 
lod by tte rebel commander Cold @huti), ihe Emperor of China, (Ou Wan Fon, 

was forced to atbdis ate tl throwe to taver of bie aon, Oe) win appeated to thw 
Hbosetd caliph, vl-Manwar for ald, Oia) knew about the growing strong rela 
tions between Muotli@ tales wed the Chinese court and about the growlng power 

io the Mustli@ «army 


' 
‘oo Ja'tar al- Mens did got healtate to cespond to tiv appeal of the emperors 


TT ih ent tia «a tew walt of the Muolia army~- it wae eaid that they were 
yout 4.000 @on- and with tChetr help Osa) aur cooded tn regatving bie throne, 
iiuy Ot bye we been, tle watter turthered relat tons between the Abbanatdea aml the 
iaperonoot Chine iy the other hand, it alew ied the emperor te Ty Uk 


dled of Quteybalh thn Muniin, the conquetofr ol Kashgar and of thie group 
vidiers whe were eent by ai-Maneur to save the emperor ‘sos throne, 


fhe records of the Tang Vynaety Indicate Chat the state used to pay the Lamtite: 
ol the Muclia soldiera, whe wete mm nt by the Mus | ime and hope by the emperor, 
00,000 ounces of allver every year, This wan a gilt the state Impowed on tt 
oll to ceward the soldier for coming to the ald of the monarch (Su Zong). 


fie coldlere were not the only ones who had com to China trom the Arab wor hd 
at that time, iy ce are gumerous tadicattons ta historical veleremen that 
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wom Arab Wb’ its whee Vnenel apreed ai Mividgeall ber auee of the tytan it otty 
lmayyad feign tad attived tu China betore the middle of the eecond century 
Nenlia 
1t neem thal the presence of Muelion tn Canton wae effective dus him that period 
ow) that Freneh tieter bath, Chobdibed atats iis tl leak, "The Muslii@n «ol Yuman,’ 
ihat the Muesli @etichante to the «tt ivhelled agalnat the government tn a AL 
becouee of @ tan that overburdened them Ai idling to lie, “They Plumlered and 
eackhed the city and lett, but teturned later becauee trade relat louse between 
(Siteal) and Catton hed nol been broken 
lhe tisllicatear of Atal sivies Polat tomy continued tu tlee after thar 
wome time after the departure of the Tata Dynaety, the tung Vynaety «ame tu 
power (96/7 1168 wee lin tecotde tadicate that 49 delegat lone me trom the 
Muslim tuletea to the court i the emperor and during the dynasty admin iat rat hee 
which lLawted tw euetaaa ta 
iageht thietory to tle “ie adminiatrattion record that “I vabansion were seni 
fico thee bard «el tive iuahtl i Tr win tamily between tb yeraae mH wet 106 wT 
Hien hey wees vm reeived and gteeted with the utp jeoapect ty thy nney 
hover iment ity vhot Cl them) it ta bellewed that he fj Abd al-Hohia wa 
Hianted the tttie, wemaiide lhene titles were ( granted to people who wer 
hart) Ube bape Met even the thitvens wid tecelve @ titgeh tltle j i postition 
beltore paneing difticult and arduou enaminat lone Various Arab envova al 
won't auitable titles, amd they were permitted to travel in the capital of Suny 
forelignera were not allowed to atay and to travel tn the « apital ine capital 
at that time wae tiv if of Blanitany currently the city of Katlfeng tu the 
province of tena 
wi nuee of the growth | Le sl wale between China and the Araba and 
Peratan tty Hin Dyna ’ ’ everal measures to expand the scope ' foretan 
tv ele it eat abl teatve 4 depatt@ment tor trade and navigation in tanton ’ 
uttivelon: and in vy ut, which Ibn Batutah referred to aa the T , L hws 
it jw catied Trial imjier depart@entsa were esatabliahed ta «a nwaber of 
tiv’ wiht: tal LL (| sed bordes lites 
vie i Beevers themerens et Ow fengtien relations with Atab @ere tants it 
seri omhivery ait im wittea f tiv mtttiesn of Peralane and Araba Many i ibe 
Serrehane BU nye oe) were encouraged to go to China (hinese records 
estate that the Atab @erchant, Abu Vatti thei ea be Abu Na’il wan invited ts 
meat Papeete sbity PLL "Dos ered Capen si i thing, , rown tlara, » be ls sudded 
with Ljeweloj, turntturpe yal in” iw al Jjilowed tHhi@ to Live to tte apital 
fluoy rectreat (onal purpowen tus evetal @onth iat wae @ Vety spectal pretyt loge 
i hioutage trade, wirtcl i that ti@e wa Hiined to Mualima. ¢ une movern 
mont enacted «a taw that would pul myone we would deal badly with wes 
mei chante ite iww fipuiated th juthorived by diveome ivil servant vecnen el bec 
removed trom their 4 if it dealt badly with the toretgn merchant 
ihe baw al iLipulated that anyone who was a censor i) Kidnapping iam hant« 
i commlittiogn an taita ction age at them would be placed n terial 
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liv iw alliavces agatnet them 
we ' hh tee the ihe tact that the Torke hed been Inttoduced to letam 
7 , wee bend aul they are boown for being tlerce Lightets caper liny the pate 
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i veo well tTounded, tt te alew acceptable [to t ink] that the ofmultanewus 
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Piet hial whieh Chithe Aperionced under the Yuan lyneaty Wheel | @ean 1 | teat 
ihe natural prow i Arab She intereantea hed cotaetded with this Interest which 
ne Moped ied wave perceived in opentnag the gates of China | Mun l ite ih it 
whet produced the outcome whith we ate addressing 
lnete ft mother tactor whith mal uted |t lm teantog the number of “uati@ea in 
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"The Twentieth Century Bbarye bapedia’ etaten that Mubla than Appolnted «@ Mualia 
@iniater th hie povernment amd that tie am wae Almad al Hanakit i CAbamea ta 
Chinese). 


im the other ham, come Atabe who had eettled [in China] teceived Chinese educa 
tion, They paseed the oflictal examination tor government eervice and bec am 
aentor civil eetvante Amy them te (he Chae Chi) who wan appoloted a tudpe 
and wiete a volume of «laeatoal poetry Hie brother, (tu Chao Klog) wae an 
aseletant to the prime @inteter of Fubla Bhan, Mt "Abd al Halmwan (Na jun) 
mentioned these two thames in tite book ahowt the hietery of the Arahbea, but he 
vee! the Chinese prone tation te tethers jig to them and did wot, wntortunmately, 
teter to the Atabic tamen of etlther one of them 


iiw fegioter of the toyal wobtlitty of the Yuan lyneaty tm ludes the names of 
more than 100 Muslin whe head attained tiah tank which made them worthy of ta 
tlugton tn the teateter Fomtiy documente tadiiate that tin one year CLtbb, 

10 Muslia young wen obtained the High Hoyal Selentilic Certifleate alter having 
jPanned jie Gttticaull) examinat town 


Among the Muelife who gatned prominence tn Chinewe Life durtog the age of the 
Yuen Dynaety te tamal al Ulin al Pataki, to whom credit ta due tor deviatog a 
new  alendar and tovent tim (000 aetronomical devices whitcoh he wave tu the 
wmperor an oa gilt lheae devices et LIl have Arable namen, They are a Chat 
halaqg), (lhat aamut), «@ curved Clakhmah), a level lakhmah |meantogn unknown), 
& c@leatial glo, « tertrestetal globe and an aatrolab 


\aong Muslian whe galned prominence too wae the well known poet Sa'd Allah who 
in called tian QGioor Ut Chal by the Chinese, te advanced in hie postition antil 
he obtalned alter an examination one of ite high grades that are known an 
jineht. hie gave tim the opportunity to aeeume high posttiona in the atate, 
lie eventually became teaponeible tor howetng and the @qanteipalitties ta the city 
of Jinku ow Jinjlane., Chinese tecorde refer to him aa the gaan who “organteod 
the markets and determined @eaeuremente, welghta and @easures watt! mattere of 


eelling and buylog were ettatghtened out and the @arketa eapoerltemed total order, 


ltw Moat Honorable (ont leman 


that it wan the tame i the @oeet honorable gentleman that caat a ealwadauw on the 
Musliqwn whe were famouse in tie age of thie Mogul lynaaty 


the @oet honorable gentlioman te the olcboqme whith the @qan acquired because of 
the integrity and effli tiem y tur whitch te wae known Nin veal name 1 ‘Wear 
‘heme al lin lt te sid thet te wea from Bubhara, that be hed ome to Chine 
lwhere tw etayed)| wnttl te galeed prominenes Yubla than appolouted him to man 
ane the empite ‘s treasury, and then he appolnted him governor of the proving 
of Yunnan after tt wae conquered aod annesed te China, We cted ta 1770 

Thomas Arnold atates that the records recognize hin "ee an catute and a jrsnt 
ruler whe bulllt tu Junnan as @any temples for the toilowere of Confuctous as 
he tbulit miaque e 


Ite emperor gave him a Chinese om 


» Which te CZat Tlan Ut) «@ Literal ttanela 
tition of the @oat lnmorable gent leman lhen te pave him a title of diattinet ton, 














wir ueaye Yann, te wae survived by Five sone and 19 grandeone among whom hin 
ot Nast aleDin whe wae @intater and ruler of Shankl Province tose to prominence, 
ly woe appototed povernor of Yunnan where be died tn 12792 A.D, and was succeated 
by bie brother Hueayn, The other brothere had high poaltlona in the atate, 

lw  oee Woe the came with ble grandeone, Among hie great grandsons, the lal amie 
toy lopedta etates that (Machu) of OMaju)~«perhapa it ie Majid==(1690~1710 A.D.) 

wae a echolar of jurteproudenee whe publiahed hin well-known Literary work, 


lnliaw'a Mapnetic Needl 


lihomoe Arnold etatee that the descendantea of the @oat honorable gentleman played 

ivniflicant cole to otrengthentnag eupport for lelam in China and that one of 
bio gtandeone did obtain Crom the emperor in 1335 A.D, recognition that lalam 
wae the true religion of Ged, This recognition ta chertahed by lalam until this 
lay in 1420 the emperor gave permieston to another cue of the descendants of 
tiv @oot honorable gentlemen to bulld several mosques in the two capitals, 
Noting amt CAloyvangu), 


When Abu Battuta Went 


lt eo happened that the @oat tamouns Arab traveler, lbn Batutah traveled to China 
in the latter part of the age of the Yuan Dynanty during the elghth century 
Hlepita Cthe 14th century, Li? ALU... He conveyed in hie writings a significant 
pliture which outlines to @ large degree the features of Lalamic extatence tn 
China during that epoch, 


ibn Hatuteh had eettled for some time in Dehli, as the anclent Arabsa used to call 
it, the capital of tadia, where he worked as a judge, He became clone to its 
uitou Clatlaq) at the time, One day the sultan sent him saddled horses, slaves, 
boye, clothing and expenses” and asked him to geet with him saying, “I have sent 
ior you #o you can go @0 @y @essenger to the king of China. | know that you love 
journeys and travel,” 


Thus wae tin Batutah charped with the journey vhowse atory be narrates by saying: 


“lhe blogoot China tad sent to the uitee 100 male and temale slaves, SOO silk 
yr mment 10 were @ade tn the «fty of oltwes and 100 were made in al-Khansa’ 
(ity 10 pounde of quek, Clive garments studded with jewels, Live embroidered 
(tarckioh) |meaniog ankoown|] and tive ewords. We asked the sultan for per- 

mi io to butld «a howwe for tdola"«<he @eant a buddhiat temple--"at + location 
known as (Sambal). The people of China would gake a pilgrimage to that temple. 
lie tolamic army to india conquered tt and destroyed and plundered the temple, 


“When thie #ift reached the sultan, he wrote to the [king of China] that this 

request could got be met ta the Talamte faith and that construction of a church 
oo Mootle land was allowed only to those who paid the head tax, ‘If you agree 
io pay the head tas, we will allow you to bulld the temple. May peace be with 


‘ 
1 tec ome wii follow yulid weer, 


“le veturned hia gilt with even a better one.” This te what Ibn Batutah says 
wm be biete the numerous and valuable gif te that the sultan of India sent to 
tiw +& ivy | thine, 
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Aiter @ weries of atvectures at aea thn Batutah arrived Ciret to Qi Cun of what 
in now (Chuanshou) which the Arab voyager called the city of olives, “On the 
day of my arrival | saw the prince who had gone to india as a measenger [bearing| 
gifte to Sultan (Taghiag). The Muslian’ judge faj al-Din al-Ardawili came to 
me; he ia one of the mont virtuous aml generous [of men}. The Shaykh of lalam, 
Kamal al-Din ‘Abdallah al-Asfahant |alao came to me]; he te one of the virtuous 
men, The biggest merchants came to me; among them wae Sharal al-Din al-Tabrisi, 
one of the merchants from whom | had borrowed money when | came to india and 

the one from whom | gol the beat treatment, We knows the Koran and he reade it 
frequently, 


"The fact that thease merchanta live in ‘he land of non-believers makes thew 
extremely joyful when @ Muslim comes to them, They would say, ‘He came from 
the land of lnlam,’ and they would give him alos and he would return a rich 
man like them, 


"There were toble eldere there [like] Burhan al-Din al-Kagaruni who hee a amall 
prayer room outside the mosque, Merchanta give him the pledges they make to 
Al-Shaykh Abu lehaq al-Kagaruni.” 


Until hie meeting with the king of China or (Alqan) as tbn Batuta retera to 

him in hia book, Ihn Batutah toured some of the coastal ittes of China, He 
found in every one of China's citles=<he te referring to current south China- 
a city tor Muslims which only they occupied, 


"They have mosques in those cities where they hold community prayers (the Friday 
prayer) and other community activities. They are exalted and respected,” 
However, when ibn Batutah reaches the capital, (Khan Baliq) to meet the king 
of China, he wakes no reterence to a Muslim judge or a Muslim shaykh. The only 
name he refers to ta that of al-Shaykh Burhan al-Din, who, it is net unlikely, 
had around him a emall group of Muslima that did not constitute a community. 
but he describes the palace of (Alqan) at great length and with astounding pre 
claion. He mentions that he did not tind (Alqan) in the city when he arrived 
because he had gone out to put down a rebellion in the kingdom. We met hia 
alter hin return and de!ivered the @essage in the manner that he himeell had 
recorded in the beginning jot his account]. but Ibn Batluteh @entions nothing 
about the reaction of the king of China. We rather devotes his attention to a 
description of the sate return journey, at least, to india. 


Ibn Batutah concluded his journey to China in this ganner. 


We can make several observations trom reeding what the most famous of Arab 
travelers and uncommissioned agents wrote about the status quo of Muslims in 
China during the l4th century. Chief among these observations are [the follow- 
ing |: 


There is an evident diffusion of Musliaa in China that is of some magnitude, 
estimation and prestipew. 


Muslims pursue activities that are concentrated basically in all the branches 
of the trade sector. 
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Nustion are bantcally «a mixture of Peratane and Araba and aecondartly of 
lurke, lon fatuteah made no reference to Chinese Mualian, and tt may thus 
be sald that watt! that time the seeda of inlaw had not yet been planted 
in Chinese soll, 


Neturn to laelatton 


in thin manner the book wan closed on the Mogul Yuan Dynasty and a new pape 
won begun wider « new royal family, the Ming Dynaaty C1 Woh 1644 A,D.). Tt 
restored the throne to the ethate Hana to which the vast majority of the 
Chinese helong, 


‘Nuelion had become settled ag tneomera to China, They had begun to mix tn 
the varlous other aspects of Life, eapectally the armye-those were the de- 
scendante of the old wartloraeeand agriculture alnce the Mogula had brought 
large numbera of skilled tarme.a along with othere trom Khorasan and trom 

the land beyoud the river, 


The Juan Dynasty hed adopted an openness policy to others, but the Ming 
lwaasty, who are the genuine Chinese, were wore toclined [to pursue] an 
inolattiontat poltey. This created a relative break in the bridges of com 
mntcation between the Musaltion living ta China and their brothera living tno 
the other landea of Islam. Thin poltecy of taeolation was not in any cane 
directed agalnet the Muslims, but it was rather a natural course for the 
Chinese policy. tt had tte reasons which we will touch upon later, 


lhie isolation was benetictal because it toreed Muslian to become Involved 
in the public Lite of the natives. They married Chinese women and they 
copled some of the habtte and mannera of the Chinese people, 


othe same time the poltey of the Ming Dynasty toward Mualimn wan character- 
lived by « feasonable amount of moderation and, to tact, sometimes allectton, 
lilies wan manitested ta numerous privileges that were granted to Muslima and 
in the large oumbers of mosques that were bullt under the patronage of this 


‘moan the Mustion who emerged durtog that perlod ta the satlor (Chung tu) 

who was born to Yoon Province. He uged to command a large commerctal tleet, 
by the standard i that ape. We had sailed seven timen during the pertod 
from 1405 to 1455 ond tad visited  Astan and Atrican countrtean, chlel among 
which were the Arab porte that were operating at the time, That teat had 
boon unprecedented ta the hlatery of navigation, 


Hot Mul » quired his place ta Chinese hlatory tn hia capacity an an etlictent 
mad of honest clvil servant whe advocated justice and virtue, tila lite and 
his personallty were portrayed in more than one dramat ic and operatte work 
in recent yearn 





On the other hend, the kings of the Ming Dynasty eatabliahed good relat loos 
with the Muaelim princes who ruled the atotes and the provinces weat of China, 
and they exchanged ambassadors with the Tayaurtyyin princes quite trequently. 





me of the Taymurlyy' vee Cihah Rikh Bahadte) took advantage of the arrival of 
ove of the Chinese ambasaadora in 1412 to meet him in hie castle in Samarkand 
aid gent two letters tn Arable and Peratan to the king of China, taviting hin 
to adopt Talam and to put the law of God into practice, ‘Abdeal-Rageaq 
Al-Samarqand! published the two letters in hia book, "Matla’ al-Sa'dayn wa 
Mujama’ aleBahrayn." They were translated by Thomas Arnold in hia book, 

"The Call to Lalam,” 


Thomas Arnold commenta on the two letters by aaying, "lt ta not unlikely that 
these two letters [were responsible] for creating the atory that emerged in a 
later age. The atory relates that one of the emperora of China had converted 
to lelam. Thies story, as well as other atories, was related by a Muslim mer- 
chant called Sayyid "All Akbar who had spent a few yeara in Beijing at the end 
of the 15th and early in the loth centurten, He apoke about a large number of 
Muslima who had settled in China, There was a large number [of them] in the 
elty of Kongtu that amounted to 30,000 Muslim -amilies, They did not pay 
taxes, and they enjoyed the generosity of the exnoeror who gave them giftea of 
land. They had the (reedom to perform their reli) tous rites which were viewed 
by the Chinese with respect and apprectation, They left the matter of adopting 
Islam up to la peraon'al free cholce, There were four large monques in the 
capital tteell and approximately 90 mosques in the other provinces of the em- 
pire. All of them had been built at the emperor's expense." 


Four Scholarea 


When the age of the Ming Dynasty came te an end, and the new ape of the Manchu 
bynasty (16446-1911 A.D.) dawned on China, the atable conditions that Mus! ima 
lenjoyed|) had produced tntellectual leaders of high quality. Scholars apecial- 
izing in Korantc atudies, tn the Tradition, in jurtaprudence and in theology 
emerged: they left a Large legacy of valuable books moat of which have now been 
lost. Chief among those were fur acholare whose names and lives are now re- 
lated by elderly Muslim shaykha. None of the references that diacuss Muslima 
in China mentions them, They had lived their lives as great unknown soldiers; 
they died; and, Like all unknown heroes, thelr memory was buried [with them). 
The four scholara are: 


ll}. Al=Shaykh (Wang val Yu) (Cea. 1560-1660) was the firat one to write about 
the religion in Chirese, Amovg his works are "Truve Anewere to the True Faith"; 
“the Tiuth of Tatum"; and other books on theology, Jurisprudence and the pro- 

visions of the religion, 


[2]. Al-Shaykh (Machu) ©1660-1711) was the author of the book, “Irehad al- 
Islam” |The Guldance of Islam) tn 10 volumes; the book was printed numerous 
Limes. 


13}. Al-Shaykh (Liu Chi) (16595-1/65) was a acholar well-known for his pro- 
lific works, among which are “Waqa'iq al-talam" [The Facts of Ialam) in aix 
volumes; “Sirah Khatim al-Anbiya” [The Biography of the Last of the Prophets] 
in 20 volumes; and “Ahkam al<Ielam" [The Provisions of Islam) in 20 volumes. 
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(4), Al»Shaykh (Mafu Chu) (1794-1873) wan a prominent author and theologian 
welleversed in religious knowledge. He used to teach and to write books at 
the same time, Among hia works are "Khulasat Usul al-Din al-'Arba'ah" [The 
Rasence of the four Principles of Religion); “Maqaad al-tiayah" [The Meaning 
of Lifek "Ta'reif Rawh al-lalam" [Defining the Spirit of Talam); "Ahkam al-Din" 
[the Provisions of Religion); etc, 


Among the outeomer of thie period too was the fact that Mualima who were jolned 
tovether by their ethaleity==those were the Muhammadana whose ancestora had come 
from abroade«began to have Chinese names in addition to their Arable namen, 

Some of the tames that were in use in Muslim communities acquired Chinese torm, 


For example, when the name Mahmud was placed in a Chinese mold it was pronounced 
Ma; Muhammad became Mu; Sa'd al-Din became Say Naar aleliin became Nay and Nur 
4) Din became Nu and eo forth, 


\wong the tacte of thia atage too ia that Muslim commmnities were no longer 
contined to the southern or coastal regions of China, The tnfluential presa- 
ence Oo! the Musliow of Turkestan, which was annexed to China, and Muslims of 
Mogul descent, such as the Uzbeks, the Cossacks and the Tatars, They repre- 
sented an extension of the tribes [that lived] in the land beyond the river. 


Musliow of Arab and Persian descent«--whether they were soldiers who had settled 
lin China] of recruited men who had been forced to move to China--were called 
Huis and had no epecific areas of concentration, They had been brought to 
China from abroad several centuries earlier and were not members of the border 
tribes such as those of the Uzbeks, the Turks or others, Those people wer: 
scattered throughout China, and they intermingled in Chinese soctety more than 
others. It fa «mong them that the phenomenon of "Sinotzing" Islamic names 
occurred, 


Ihe fact that they were scattered led to diversification tn the areas of eco- 
nomic activity tor Muslims. Whereas Muslima of the south remained principally 
oceupled in trade, the activities of Muslims of the north and the west were 
focused on agriculture and tending antmals. 


but what te more significant than all this is the fact that at this stage 
Muslims were not acting like foreigners who had come into the country, but 
they were rather acting Like citizens with rights which must be defended, 

This encouraged them to mutiny more than once and to rebel more than once, 
They used weapons in delying the government every time, Muslims payed an 
exorbitant price for this, and they brought upon themselves unlimited distress 
and destruction. On the other hand, this was a historical record in thetr 
favor because it categorized them as brave fighters against exploitation anc 
injustice. 


Muslims had no choice in this after the Manchu Dynasty continued the policy 
of isoltscton that its predecessor, the Ming Dynasty had pursued for almost 
three centuries. Their relations with the Isiamic world, which was drowning 
in other concerns and worries, were thus tnterrupted. No sooner did the 
Manchu Dynasty emerge on the scene of events in the mid |7th century, than 
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AleSatawlyyun were eatabliashting their toothold th the land of the Peratana, 

They forced Mualima to adopt the Shi'ite taith, and this created a denomina- 
tlonal barrter between the Muslim of China, of the land beyond the river and 
of Afghaniatan lon the one hand) and all the other Sunnt Mustiow lon the otherl, 
The Ottoman Empire wan preoceupled [thea] with entabliahing tta toothold tn 

the Arab world and expanding [its control] in Burope, The competition between 
the Ottomana and the al«Salawlyyin did extet, 


While China's Muslim were suffering persecution and torture tn the second 
half of the age of the Manchu Dynastye«the 19th centurye=the sun wae setting 
on the Ottoman impire, Those Muslims had to face thelr tate alone, armed only 
with thetr faith, 


The beginning of the Manchu Dynasty bore no promise from the perapective of 
the Muslims, 


The Mualima Proclaim Revolut ton 


Only 4 years atter the new government took over in 1648, the Muslime of Ganau 
and Hangzhoufu proclaimed their rebellion apgainat the government, For the 
first time in their history China's Muslims used weapons apatoat the govern 
mnt in calling tor religtous treedom, tnaformation pertalning to thia Clrat 
lelamic Revolution ia extremely aparse, However, the dlacugaton ta of Interest 
to us in go far as, fleat, it did take place and lsecond| with regard to the 
reasons that hod led to it. These reasons were an todicattion of what was to 
come in the future, even though tt was relatively diatant, 


The warning sipns of Injustice and the harrassment and persecution of Muslims 
which broke out with the advent of the Manchu Dynasty aroused a general feeltng 
of unrest and tension among the ranks of Muslims, in 1731 Emperor Wang Chun 
tried to calm the fears of Muslims, and he tasued an important statement de- 
fining in it his government's policy toward Muslima, In that statement he 

said [the following) about Muslims: "I consider them my sone, and | view them 
exactly as | view the rest of my subjects. | make no distinction between them 
and those who do not belleve tn Islam, Tt had received from some civil servants 
aecret grievances against Muslims that were caused by the fact that thelr relipe 
ton was different trom the religion of other Chinese; that they did not apeak 
Chinese; and thit their clothing was different trom the clothtng of all the 
other people, They were charged with diaobedlence, with arrogance and with 
having revolutionary tendencies. 1 was asked to take firm measures against 
them. When I looked into those ertievances and those charges, | found them to 
have no basia of truth.” But then he sald, “Wenceforth, tf Mustima cont tnue 

to have the characteriatics of the best Loyal subjects, | will extend my pro 
tection to them as much as | extend it to my other citizens." The emperor 
added in his message about the Muslims, “They pass thelr examinations tn lit- 
erature just a8 any other person passes them, and they perform the sacrifices 
that are required of them by law."'* 


*'T he Call to islam" by Thomas Arnold. 




















Thirty yeara alter thla wtatement wan tasued, the Mualim ta Kashgar, la the 
northweat, rebelled, Two Turklah dignitaries helped the Chinese put down this 
rebellion, Emperor (Kin Ling) became aympathette to them and built palaces tor 
such dignitartes to teljlngeeaccording to Nroome Hall tn hia book, "The Muslims 
and the Manchu Dynasty.” Hall alao atates that the emperor also bullt a mosque 
where Turktah dignitaries who were vialting the Lipertal palace could pray and 
where the prisoners of war who were brought trom Kashgar to the capltal could 
pray too, Amony those prisonera was a beautiful girl who became the emperor's 
slave and touwnd tavor with him. Tt ta sald tuat out of hla love tor her the 
emperor bullt this mosque dlreetly facing hia palace and that he alao built a 
domed shrine in the courtyard of hia castle, The alave was thus able to see 
her countrymen as they prayed and to join them tn thelr worship. Thle mosque 
was bullt between 176) and 1764, Lt contalos carvings written tn tour lane 
jucges. The emperor himelf had written the Chinese text, 


Atter the Muslin revolution ta Kashgar, the Mualima rebelled once again to 
Deunyaria, in ot//0 the same Emperor Olan Long transported 10,000 military 
wen he had brought trom all over China to establish the peace there, It ts 
sald that they later adopted Lalam, 


Preaching Theiler Religton 


\t this state we pause at a -eport which the governor of Jlangxt province had 
vent to Emperor Olan Long tn 17/35 tadtceating that the Muslims had not stopped 
preachtog thetr religion among the Chinese even during a time when tenaton and 
wuxiety had prevatled, such as that of the Manchu Dynasty, The fact that they 
practiced trade and agriculture did not make them forget preaching [alam on 
China's rugged soll, in this ceport the governor of Jlangxt says [the follow- 
ing]: 


") bave the great honor to inform Your Majesty that an adventurer named (Han 
hueVYin)de«(aleHanatt)«<trom the province of Jlangxl was arrested for vagrancy. 
When he was asked about his occupation, he confessed that he had spent 10 years 
traveling throughout the provinces of the emptre to find out abeut the state of 
his religion, We tound tn one of his bags WW books. Some of them he had writ- 
ten tn «a language no one here understands, These books glorify one of the 
kings of the Araba called Muhammad in an exaggerated atyle that is ludicrous. 
When we subjected this atorementtoned miaguided man to torture, he finally con- 
fessed that the real purpose of his journey was to preach this talse religion 
which people learn trom these books. He also confessed that he had spent tn 
the province olf Shanxl a pertod of time longer than he had spent in any other 
province," 





At the end of his letter the governor aska the emperor “to order that the 
printed pagea which are in the possession of his tamily be burned; that those 
who had committed them to memory be arrested; and that those who had written 
these books which I have sent to Your Majesty be also arrested, Please let 
us know what your opinton ts of this matter." 


The acttvity of such a Muslim advocate and the emergence of Muslim intel lec- 
tuals and theologians, such as the four we have already ment loned--and there 








were most certainly otherg@eetadtcate that during the L7th and l&th centurtes 
at least there were in China early signa of an Ielamte expansion that did not 
get our attention. This tea what foreign misstonartes and orlentallata took 
note of and recorded, 


Thomas Arnold, for example, mentions that "One of the Jesult missionaries in 
Beijing wrote in 1/21 saying that the number of [people in} the Muslim community 
was gradually increasing." 


Arnold ia also reported to have said [the following] about China's Muslim ino 
the 18th century: "Th. y have been making noticeable progress for years because 
of their wealth. They purchase the children of tdolators wherever they can tind 
them. The parents of those children do not find tt difftcult to sell their 
children because they are always unable to provide for them. During the fart 
that destroyed the province of (Chan Tang), Muslimea purchased about 10,000 of 
those children, Muslims marry Chinese [women], and they purchase homes for them 
or build independent quarters in the city for them; in fact, they | sometimes] 
build villages in their entirety. Muslims acquired such influence gradually in 
several steps. Anyone who did not got to the mosque was not permitted to live 
in their midst. With such methods their numbers grew considerably during the 
last decade," 


The fact that Muslims turned to preaching their religion in this manner reflects 
the extent of their concern with promoting Islam by various means tnaide China. 
They may have been motivated by a true desire regardless of any reward in this 
life, and they may also have been motivated by their tnterest in tocreasing 
their numbers because they make up an extremely small minority, relatively 
speaking, amidst a sea of Hans whose beliefs vary from Buddhism, Taotam and 
idolatry. 


Citizens not Foreigners 


Nevertheless, Muslims continued to behave the way all minorities do with 
extreme awareness and caution. 


Muslims have been careful not to appear in any way different from the Chinese 
80 a8 not to attract attention to themselves and leave the impression that they 
are foreigners. Duriag my tour of Chinese cities and villages | noticed that 
most of the mosques had no minarets. I found mosyues designed in the Chinese 
style so that a person Looking at them from the outside would not be able to 
tell the difference between a temple and a public establishment in China. 
Hence, for example, is che (Chi Jan Rasi) mosque (the house of Almighty God), 
in Xian which was built in the mid 18th century A.D. 


I was told that the secret behind not building minarets over the mosques o!| 
Muslims was due to the fact that Chinese Muslims had resorted to this style 
out of consideration for the feelings of the Chinese, to avold provoking those 
who naturally hate foreigners. 


in their clothing and their appearance the Muslims were no different trom the 
Chinese. In fact, they vanished in their midst and at first no one seemed to 
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pooomnhee them lhede thead cower, thete large bElblowy clothibiyp ane thts 
pivialle wed te le lneepatable parte of the external appearance of Muallinn, 
im! in the moedue did the ehavkhe wear the turban, ordinary wotahip i", 
Woehtile, wore a white cap ta moet cases and «a black one ta exceptional «anes, 


(Wy Clete peek Thea Arnold atates that the law fequited that there be a plage 
foot thee ertpeer dant it every Lee BL mf which itv expression, "May ihe ivertiant ine 
genet Live fenever » would be enptaved, Nuelion weed to kneel ta troanmtoof 
tht plagwe feo aecordance with Ohinese custom, but to appease thelt comer tencen 
vi te aveld betog accused of idolatey, they [resorted to] numero tricke te 
' jul cholo Cheat iven to the tawdoof the Chinese Tatarea where Muali@e enjoyed 
wrolol petvllewe Chat) allowed them to Live apart trom othera and te tom a 
rpurate mm@et, me vlor Mualla@ offttclale used to weat the «let hive deatpnated 
joy thelr pos tttione, comb thelr qusteches and let down their hate, and pertorm 
wo the holliday the customary eltes of loyalty clyvtl servanta were required to 
teolare ta treonto oof the emperor es portrait, They had to bow down tn worahip 
three ttn All Mustion whe held postttiona as wll as other clyll servants 
Time iher provinces used to pertorm ihe apectal fites of theth of flee ion 
holidaye ta the temples of Contuctouns, The fact ta that Muall@n took ewery 

pre cuttion to avold havitng thett ie@ligion appear te be opposing the atate 
srolivion Nheretore, they aucceeded ta avotding the hatred with which the 
Niness weed to view those who espoused foreltan religions, such aa Judatam 
wd thriettlanity, 


lmaplite Munl iow’ extrem caution and wattnesa, this caution did not prevent 
wheal wea j redent ied 


The Sequence of Kebelllons and Massac res 
fie Manehe Dyanety contiowed to practice som Tajustice agatnst the people and 


cmtiouged to pereecute Muation beyond ihe ir endurance, lhey frome up Th Gt cen 
ivc pelbedifiaus durtae the 19th century, theee rebellions tneluded the provith: 


7h Bl fiiie Lmeee ULE and Tur entan, 
it ' ager iy wi te mumtered by ratirom stppieens jvm) thet reached mana tt 
gvual 4 iermivnat tims atte mt 7 thin sy tual ly led to thw redu tion of the ones 


‘i Moodiee Cheoghout the country after hundreda of Chouws ands fell whet tam te 


ites ‘ istauta Manna Tan, 


‘ii this wa iabin place behtod the walla of atin WET anyone's eR 

i w aleost eayv that at Chat atage ae one ta the Islamts world wan prepared to 

i’ i” mur even te cinten te tte ple it and tthe moana of China's Musnlion, arreyee 
Jtive atace the second ball of the 19th century had vitnessed the begtanting 

col ot te jllapae of the (toma state and the break up of tlw lulamic world, 

eatate of the ofek aan [ol turope] wan being diatt ibuted among the coon 

tri i the weet iritato, France, Italy and Germany. 

live as weeds |i we ma pat wupriaiupges ny i tee Munliioa af China during | pertvna vt 1H) 

veares between 1/7598 and ‘/ ‘0, We an have gom tdea of thelt magntt ude 

joom the number of of f had Vocvanh that were written about) them, Tipe lecncwke 


jeocorded al tin cdetaltl of thelr evente, a8 wae the custom of the hiatortannsa 


sal (hina’ Cmperrorn Ginee ancient (ig@es, 








in 17°50 « Memlio tebetiliion ted ty tCSu j m) broke out tn the Prowloee of 


fame ite KheatoutY wae wittten to 20 volume of of fletlal buena 

The (Zhan Oekh) febetiton broke out oth thy pievithoe of Alndblany if bumtea 
yeara, trom itv’ te it’/, and tte th tdente were chtomtilted ta MO volun 

in 145% «@ tebeliton ted ty ‘ulavewn (Clu Wen Klan) broke oul to the pievitnes ! 

Yunnan lit tested TA yeata, and tt wae tecorded ta SW volume 

in the aa yeti, itt >, the iin | ieverlut bow beobke seual lis tle pean Tite sal 

Riv di any » toeernnmi hel iat ' lhie Pe veriut ion pivele ' ihe leaner wip sf ’ _ 1 

they comtinued tour 20 yeatea its evente were recorded in «a book of 0) wollen 

Thue did the eveunta@ of Clem pavtarne intaml:s fevoluttiona till ‘slim ; © whet we 

i even «& aut y f them would the Lipemathtle lhwever, the Yunnan uprlatug tad 


aperctal (itcwuPpatancen that me worthy of note and attention 


fiom Munti@n ft 1. laedetomn 

iii revetution wan eet of tty " mii’ the todent ln «6T AY Th) Uebel nal 
Musliime had agteed t mine ativer ttom« wine tn the Dalllu ates Atier thy 
Hiselion «ame ft mend, the Chinese ttrled to atrogate all the protite themmelwvea, 
ow the Munlion rebelled and would not calm down lhe two team became enpaped 
in matitet, ay foo 6 6©Oflh6Mthem6 6leomt 6theinr6h6lives lhe governor ft the provittve, 
however, atded with the Online mw wrote to the emperor asking him to suppres 
the Muslin live emer t's forces traveled to the areas of the Munllaw t: 
discipline them ihe Musliiqn were ied by one of the acholata whose tame wae 
(Mate ‘Swne) lie twee aeetlateantea were the  ommandera (Ma Sta) jperhapal lunayn 
and (ihe Wen Bia) in the finret mirontation the Muallon were vivtortouw vet 
tlhe emperor's lorcon, forcing them to aek tor a tue ihe emperor, huwever, 
resorted to aubterctupme he won the attectiona of (Mate Sung) with awllte and 


presenta, and ty alae won the affections of (Ma Stn) by promoting him to th 


ronmk of mmander itn the Ol lveme 14.) 

‘iter the Muall ior cen Moved and t } ver the capttal i the provithhne, Datltitu 
sftier | ecm! Th inhi, ihneyv j | luderal Chive ty way tu huitme i hiatin tage ity jyal 
wt ayvenny if wan ittaes that iby L tive ’ mapper rit ‘+ nt ruil wem worked (vals imiy? 


wicl © Pay sin} Anved tte Maual = pouat slang thel ' aT, TTL ibis Waeewe riu } iy 
lused f cmply with thelr request and toatated on delivertng Yuunan trom the 
qe ror’ italic jucedal Gay ini | ont ' t ive acomp l iahments« tisvl t tee Maal low tevaal 
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{ity Were Ala) woe mported tb ihe Munlitom, and in MO they clome bia thetls 
bh deus teal slied in uitan uli ava, lle woecde Thal tae thee « mit . 1 tole bP eegeeden 


we he tematned ft: edtaat, reatating the Ohinewe forcen and prevent inw thas 


irom gaining control over LLL LL 

Wil here liegt ol wentiotth Cantus neve lopedia® ledited] j Parid Wajdt bh 
mtivrihiny |i tit ik it | ' | iten Bits i inst t bes git | why wniisalers 1} sacle 
iftrived itn OUhin "wa iitivcal misatom ojw- Munliiom leader ittied tf moat 


him and asked him t iat pe iin povernanat to help them entabliiah an tatamd 
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A Muslin would dle tl he auld a handtul of ealtl That wae ble worth, 
The Delegation of Sultan ‘Aldeal Namtad 


It seems that by the thaw the 19th century wae drawing to a clome, the 
backhane of the Mualiaw th Chita hed been broken, They were devastated by 
iheae back breaking blowe [they had endured) ao they resorted to eatabliahiog 
a truce with the government They ut tilved “peaceful mane" tn pursuing thelr 
activities, On the other hand, the Manchu poverna@nt did aot object to thie 
trwe because It wee contident that tt tad mattere wider control ta the areas 
uf Musiioe, tte tron hand wae mantfeated tn the soldiers of the emperor 
in the emperor'« eter laws 


ana 


tach party eaw that a truce wae in tte tateresta;, the wounde, however, remained 
an they were) penetration, deep and taperviowe to heallog, 


lhe lant yeare of the Lath entury and the early years of the J0th recorded 
the phenomena of Moliqn turnlog to varlow educational activittea. in 1904 
the Imam of the Heljing Meaque, al-Shaykth Ilyas 'Abd-al-tahman Wang wan able 

ty obtaln the approval of the poverne@nt authorities to bulld the Clrat latamt: 
institute tn the tty and the Tlret elementary achool tor the children of 
Musiion, Vor the tlrat tla tn thie achool the Atablc language wan taught 
giong with the Chinese language, and the Chinese tranalation of the Holy Koran 
on well aa the Prophetic Tradition were dlacussed, Hefore that Mualia children 
were taughte« ll that wae powathble- «to the amall achoola that were acattered tn 
the villages and then afterwards tn the government achoola, 


lnder those clroumtanien, etaten the French encyclopedia, Sultan ‘ Abd<al Hamid 
tried to eatablioh relations with Ohina'a Mualing and to make lnquirtes about 
them, the eent one of thie men, Anwar Paahae-thla wan not the well-known navy 
chiet-ww arrived to Betting th 1900 However, hie mteston did not aucceed, 


MA the eam tla the Imam of the Heljing Mosque, al-Shaykh Tlyas ‘Abd-al-Rahman, 
vinaited Constantinople and hed an opportunity to meet with Sultan ‘Abd«al Hamld, 
ie suggested to him that the eend an Talamtc delegation to China, Since he had 
trted to de thie before, the eullm accepted the tdea and seit two Mualio Turke 
Win were Kida and Hasan Natiza, they Tounded «a achool that tacluded 170 atu 
dente tn the (Ntu toh) Moeque whith te aow located In the capital, 


thie truce, however, dtd wet laat long enough for the wounds to heal because 
the throne of the Manchu lyneaty wae betog tocked by loncontag| atorma, On 
the other hand, ee: fet eoctettion tad apread throughout the empire, rlatng 
apvainat the corfuption thet hil tees ce Videapread in government; agatnont 
oppression and injustice, ayxatoet taming the comtry tno « humlltatinog fashion 
inte an atea of tatliuence divided awong the tntereata of Curopean countries 
and the United “tates, and apainat the weakness of the Monchu tamtliy and tte 
defeat at the honda of lapan, et: 


Vorme head ravayed the body of the Manchu Papire and had reached tte aptual 
cord, there wan neo alternative to revolution; to the aurglioal removal of 
the «ause of the dleease, whit th wae the Manchu Dynasty; and the overthrow 
of the entire tapertal throne 
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Whtlie Mueli@w were enugayed tn a atrtuggle agaloat the Manchu Dynasty and were 
fomentiog tebellions ta the aouth, the north and the weat, the Chinese nattonal 
horoes were prepartoy to embark upon a bitter and a vielouws battle agalnat 

the sam dynaety and all the evilea that ite regime represented, 


lhe Muontiow and the Ohinese oatlonallate were tn the same boat because they 


had been in the same crematorium [ao to apeak|) and had been burned by the same 
fire, 


When the natlonal revolution eucceeded, and a republic wan proclatmed tn 19d, 
ao thew Pepe wae beyun in the blatery of Ohina, 


[ler BO pp 84-100] 


liext| Muelion Lxpertenced a Hevival under the Republi ty 
wetll “The Great Leap” Came, 


The al-Jahartyah, the alePhawttyah and the Wahabi Hrothera 
Appeared Among Then, 


Why Did They Stand beside Mao and Hefuse To Go to PFormona’ 


What la the Difference between the Party's Policy and that 
of the “Gang of Pour” Towarda Muslinw’ 


This te a chapter ta the eatery of China's Muslian that was not written, 


iver @toce the Leet of the emperors fell tn L9LL, events have aucceeded each 
other tn the course of the atory, and each one of them was more exciting and 
sooetiows more territying than the other! trom Sun Yat Sen to the victory of 
Maw Zedong, from the “Great Leap” to the Cultural Revolution; and from the 
“yong of four" to thie day, 





iw did the Mustion tive through thie etage’ What ta the truth of the party's 
pollcy towards religtone and towards talam ta parttoular’ 


iet os turn the payes ol this lengthy cb pter. 


dhere the Muslia@n etood wan already koow trom the tireat day of the proclama 
tim oof the republic ta China on 10 October 1911, The price the Muallon had 
pold because of their postttion may alao have been known, The Mualimg of South 
‘hing head been quick to support the republic ever alnce the tlrat day. They 
responded to by Sun Yat Sen's appeal, asking them to persuade the Muslian of 
the northern and weeterm regions to ateand behtad the revolution and eat abitah 
wolidortty with it to ellimioate the acattered remmanta of the dynasty of 


* ' 
China's lant emperorm, 


lt was therefore aot otrange tor the newly born republic headed by Dr Sun Yat 
‘en to recognize Muslian as one of the tive principal elementa upon which the 
cmmtiry wae bavsed, 
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lt wee thol etianve tut the tlrat @urtety i thina’s Munli@e tu come late 
@alate@nes tn tee lt wae called the Soa tety of Progreaa, and It waa eatab 
liehed tu Yuri where tt publlehed «@ mapgaetoe to Chinese called AL -MUNAKIN 
ALI NLAMT [The lalamts Alert] lt wae the flret Chinese lalami: aoctety 
that sought the per@ieeton of the ahaykh of al Aghar to aend « delegatton 
of Yunnan's Musilia youns men to enroll ta the Noble aleAghar, 


li wae hol etrange that the eatablliehewent of Mualia aor tetion conttiowe whthou 
interruption and that vewepapere We publllehed tor Mualton Alien the mtlety 
of Progress wae eatatliahed, the Uhinewe lLalamt: mtiety tu Sheanghal waa eat ab 
lished, and then later th Nantllog which wae then the rapltal the Mualia 
inion wae @e@tabliahed with the government's permlanton 


This pertod aleu gow the publication of the @agarine, NADAMAH AL HILAL [ The 
Hadianee of the Cree ent) ta Beljlog, NOM AL-ISLAM [the Light of talam| tw 
lianjin, and MAIALLAN AL "ULUM AL-TSLAMIVAN [The Magagtne of talamt: Knowledge | 
in Canton, In the early thtrttea of the present centurye-ta LON) te be apect 
ficeethe flrat delegation of Ohina'e Muelloe traveled to byyvpt to atudy talanr 
in aleAghar, The delegation to luded tlwe perenne who hed heen eent ty the 
Yn tety of Progress to Yuunan at ite om « rpener Amme them wan Mr ‘Abd-al 
Rahman (Najun)) who epertaliged ta lelami:c hlatory ie te eottll teathtag and 
tranelating to thie day 


Mi thet atage the reaulte of the backwardnese to tellgtious thlaktioag tad hbewun 
tu surtece, and activittes tatouwd! ehrtines and oly @en as well on human 
intercession with God had become widespread, A gtouwp emerged that) bellewed 
thet (Mahu lamp) whe hed ted the rehbetiteun ta Canau Provinve durtag the Manchu 
ivnesty wae an ‘authority’ whe hed a cees to God Alatehty Thies notion ber am 
esatabliahed and tt wan even eald that the atatua of thie authortty head heen 


trmaterred tu thie au ceseote atter hie death, lhie gave som of hie relatives 


the rlaht to lead @oow of the Muelle of Caneu tn « method that haa been attri 
buted to the tather, (Mahu tone), and hee been btnown aa al- laharivalh, 


Thia al-lahattyalh method wee om i the outgrowths of « atrange notton that 
prevatled th Caneu earl in the present century and aepread among thal ton 


There were groupe of people supporting and advocating tt, lhe gieat of tht 
idea ita that « howe oof the otthedos callphe bad «a “method” that differed 
fiom that of the otter lhe teaturtes of thie method emerged in the atyle tn 


Wilich the Holy boren aed eom of the prayera and provethea attributed to the 
prophet , my Ged bless bie and grat hin ealvation were rectted and read, 

Abu taki, may (eed be pleawed with bie, bee hie al-thallyah method= pronounced 
bhuttyah gcordingn to whteh the Foran wae to be read tu « tow, thaudible 


Volre, ‘imar’s method, bheowever, wee al-jaheartyahs tte followers read the 
Rorvran in « ted, tememdting wales ‘ition 's method ta al-bahartivah of 

il -babrawliyah be: auee the wae advanced th yeare fhe way of "All tho Abd Talth 
in al qediftyal lie tae Latte: agetiveta lave chatacterctsed byl apectal 


delivery and prayer ihet diettingulel them trom offtver aqeethentea 


The ftollowern of (Mahu Lome) are aeme thoee ale«laharivah who read the Koran 
in « toned wots and whee release thet: hend Surtoy prayer, they te lieew in teoly 
fe and tin vielitinw tombe 














lentden these wethode of g@toupa the begiontoag of the present century aaw the 
corpence of another group oof Muallow called alelkhwan [the brotheral, 

ihtie woe the name of the followers of tmam Muhammad tha 'Abdeal-Wahab the 
founder of the al-eWahel denomination ta the Arablan Pentnaaula, 


lhis group bean when one of the reatdenta of Ku Yuan [the Garden} ta the 
province of Ganeu wae piven an opportunity to go on a pligeimage tn 1A94, 
lle thom oof thie man wae aleShaykh (Nuh Maku Yuan), and he ta known even 
vw ame Ohinewse Muslion an alela) Huatant, 


Al ie) Suetent returned trom the pligrtmage pleased with the teachings of 

the Wahabt doctrine which he viewed as an outlet tor saving Tr lam in China 
irom hereates and euepletous tacta, We proceeded to advocate [in|] bia message 
ihe need to return to the pure religion, and he drew up a Wepotnt program to 
vhleve this end, towever, although the Mualion had been pleased with the 
recomition they received aa one of the natton'a five elementa and although 
they hod pursued ta the wake of this recognitton som activities which had 
heen previously torbldden, they were subjected aa time went by to unpleasant 
occurrences that reatored to them viatons of past grieta and pain, 


The tron Legtonn 


(Chinese writtoage published alter Mao's vii tury over Chian Kate-ahek and the men 
of the Kuomtatane (the People's party) reveal that a confllet oceurred tn the 
latter part of LULL after the proclamation of the republic, between the Muslims 
wd the povernor of the province of Minjlang. [The recorda atate that] that 
confilet ted to the death of 100,000 young Mualim men and women, 


"The took of Liberated Ohtna” publiahed tn Hetjing in 195) atated that in 19248 





the Musliow tn the provinces of Ganau and (Ningxtla) carried out a Muslim uprising 


ywaloet the corruptlon of the government of Chiang Kal-ahek and his gang. About 
10,000 Mosliow became victlas of thie just, armed holy war; they were killed tn 
horrible human massacres, Heaidesa, thetr homes were burned, and the oppressors 


created haves and corruption ta Gansu where they deatroyed homes and human civi- 


jivattion, 


‘When Nosliqn proceeded to demand thelr righta tn life,” the book adda, “thou- 
swds more were olryehtered between 1990 and 1941 la the provinces of Henan 
wd (Fwelohow), ihe brotality of the men of the Kuomlatang was such that they 
forced some Mustina eoldlera to the army to carry out these brutal operations 
walnaeat their Mualia brothera, 


"“‘Yueliae to Chine de aot forpet the abject poverty they suffered during the 
adetoteatration of the Fuomlatang, No Muslim could then alaughter a cow or a 
sheep oo 4 eactiftice to God because he could not afford it. They even called 
tte beast of Breakloag the Kamadan Fast the feast of teara, and they called 
the Feast of tamolatton, the teast of humillattion," 


hie ta obove ood beyoud the fact that the Kuomintang government demolished 
com t®oeques to (Ohachtiad), ta Belfing, ta (Muchaichungtal), and in Tlanjin. 














Although there may have been some exaggeration imposed by propaganda conatdera 
tions that were being dlecussed in the Cifties after Mao's victory over Chiang 
Kaleahek, there wan at least some truth to the matter, 


The fact that this information discusses facts, regardless of their magnitude, 
which Muslims endured leads us to determine the atance that Mualima took when 
the atruggle between Chiang Kaleahek and Mao intensified, Thie led the Musl tow 
to support the course of the natlonaliac forces which was led by Chairman Mao: 
their role in the Long March from south China to north China attesata to that. 

| heard their elders who are atlil Living aay that the participation of the 
Muslima in the procession coat them heavy losses in life because they uaed to 
precede others slnce they were considered flerce fighters. Thue they bore a 
greater burden than that borne by others throughout the battles along the road. 


On the other hand when the drums of war of the Chinese resistance againat the 
Japanese occupation (1937-1945) were sounded, the Muslim position was truly 
honorable, Not only were they loyal patriots, but they were alao brave fighters. 


During the war of resistance the Muslima formed an “ethnic Null battalion" whieh 
came to be known ag the tron legions, It wasn led by a Muslim offteer who 

found a place for himself in China's modern history because of hia extreme 
courage. tis name is (Clabin Chat). 


The [ron Legion. were engaged in grueling battles against the Japanese in 
north China under the leadership of this brave warrior in which they achleved 
aplendid victories that were inatrumental in stopping Japan's attempts to take 
over the province of Xinjiang. 


That was on the military scene. On another scene Chinese Muslims formed four 
delegations that traveled to the Arab world and to some of the other countries 
in Asia on a mission to secure public opinion in those countries on China's 
side tn ita battle against Japanese aggression. 


In the armed conflict between Chiang Kal-shek, who was supported by the West 
and the Americans, and Mao Zedong, who was supported by the nationalliat forces, 
chief among which was the Chinese Communtat UVarty--this tea the armed conflict 
which is now known In China as the War of Liberation (1946-1949) --the Muslims 
stood alongside Mao whose star had been rising as a symbol of the people's 
atruggie and of the hopes of thelr tmpovertahed masses. Among the millions 

of Mualima in China, those who went to formosa with the men of Chiang Kal-shek 
were no more than 40,000 only. 


When Mao Zedonpy entered Beijing on the Ist of October 1949 proclaiming the 
victory of the revolution and the turning of a new leaf, a touch of extreme 
optimism prevailed among Muslims: their confidence in the future was renewed, 
and it appeared to them radiant with unlimited horizons. 


The Four Theologians 


Despite all the conditions that tntervened between 1900 and 1949, these years 
were tantamount to a period during which Muslime [had a chance] to catch their 
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breath, It wan a perlod of awakenatng trom the fall [they had had] in prepara- 
tio for pursulog a oormal life without (ruatrat on, oppression or persecution, 


The number of Chelle achoole and thelr inatitutions wan increasing, and the 
outmoded, tradtt tonal ayllabue in them wan being changed to one that was more 
modern aid wore teasible, Thetr soctetion were galoing to atrength, and they 
were expanding thelr activithes vertically and horlsontally, 


Thelt relatlons with the lalamte world had been renewed: delegations of 
Chinese pilgrim returned to Mecea, and native lalamlec soctetion had taken 
Hignifticant atrides Cowards sending Chinese envoya to atudy tn aleAghar, 

rive persone traveled in 1951, and tive more traveled the following year. 

in 1955, three lenvoye) traveled; in 1914, aix traveled; and then in 1937, 

16 envoys traveled together, Thies group that traveled to Egypt wan called 
the al-Faruqtyal delegation in honor of Egypt's former King Faruqg. The firut 
Chinese delegation to al-Aghar had endeavored to honor hia father, King Pu'ad 
and in 1931 had taken to him a gift of Chinese tea, which had hitherto been 
unknown, 


Thus the total number of Chinese who had atudied in al-Azhar between 1911 and 
1949 wan $5 persons deapite the fact that some of them encountered accreditation 
problems under the Kuomintang government. 


\‘t the same time the Holy Koran waa printed in Arable four timen, and the print. 
ing of a tew otver Ialamic booka began, 


his was the period that produced a number of Muslim acholara who later became 
prominent. Those scholars made strenuous efforta to acquaint the Muslim of 
China with thelr religion in a true manner: they did ao by writing books and 
by translating |booka|] from Arable into Chinese. The following are among those 
scholara: 


Al-Shaykh (Wang Jing Ghat), who died on the eve of liberation, was born tn 
fianjin and had worked as an imam, a teacher and an editor. We publiahed the 
Magazine, NUR AL-ISLAM [The Light of [alam] which he [himself] founded. te 
and the members of hile tamily contributed to ita printing and diatribut ton, 
lie had not had an opportunity to attend a regular achool although he had been 
able to learn Chinese, Arable and the Peratan languages through his persistent 
etftorts, We did tn tact leave behtoad many translationa, the most tamoun of 
which wos «a translation of the Holy Koran which was printed tn 1945, This ts 
the beat oad the most complete translation of the Koran tn Chinese, It Is 
jollowed by the book, “Al-<‘'Umdah,"” which ta a book on theology that had been 
popular in China tor over 3 centurtes. [He translated] “Kalastan,” a collect ton 
ol poem by the well-known Perstan poet Sadi, and [he compiled] the Arable- 
Chinese dictionary. 





Al-Shaykh Muhanad (Tawadu' Yang Chi Otan) who died in 1958 was a scholar of 
al-Azhar. We was one of the firat group of China's Muslims to enroll tn 
al-Azhar. He worked as an imam, an editor and a teacher. Beatdesn, he was 
the first one to bring into China the firat Arable printing letters--[an act] 
that contributed signiticantly towards the dissemination of Islamic culture. 
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in addition, he wrote a book entitled "The Memolra of Nine Yeara in Beypt," 
lie tranalated the book, "The liatory of lelamte Legtalation"; the book, "The 
Message of lalam’; the book, “The Doctrines of the Lalamic Religion"; and 
ther books a# well, ile also publlahed a number of easaya in the magagine, 
WILLAL AL@SIN [The Crescent of China) which waa printed at the time, 


Al-Shaykh Tawadu' had been in contact with the Muslim Brotherhood Soctety 
during hie years of atudy in Egypt. tin the thirtles the soctety publiahed 
a theale he had written entitled, "The Mualima itn China," 


““Al-Shaykh (Mali Yang Jiyun), who died in 1957, waa and attll in reapected 
and apprectated by Chinese Muslima, eapecially in Xinjlang where they conalider 
him the Imam of all imame, He persevered in writting and translating religious 
books in Chinese, Arabic and Paral, In fact, he resorted under very poor 
circumatances to all the means that could posatbly be adopted to dlatribute 
publicatione, 


Despite the fact that he wrote and translated many books, the works of al-Shaykh 
(Mall Yang) received no one's attention, The only tranalationa he made which 
were reviewed were only “al-Mabaut™ by aleSarkhaal and “al-thamkhamaat" tn 
Chinese and Farat. Thies ta a large anthology of religtous poetry. 


--Mr Muhammad (Makin), member of the tirat delegation to atudy lalam abroad-- 
to which we have already reterred=-completed hia atudies in al-Aghar and Dar 
al-'Ulum. A short time after hie return from Egypt, he was employed as a pro- 
fessor at Beljing University where he remained for 10 years until hia death in 
1978. Among his works are "Sayf Muhammad, May God Bleas him and Grant him 
Salvation" [The Sword of Muhammad) and "A Brief Explanation of the Holy Koran." 
Among his translations are the Holy Koran; "Risalah al-Tawhid" [The Message of 
Theology); “Haqiqah al-Din al-leiami" [The Truth about the I[alamic Religion]; 
"Tarikh ‘tlm al-Kalam" [The History of Philology); "Tarikh al-Ta' lim al-Islami" 
[The History of Islamic Education]; and "Minhaj al-Taqwim al-Hijri"” [The Method 
of the Hegira Calendar), etc. 


The Turning Point 


The major turning point in the situaticn was that of Chalrman Mao's victory 
and hia entry into Beljing to take over power in 1949, 


All offtelala and members of the Chinese Islamic soctleties with whom | had 
discussed [the matter] divided the post liberation march--that ta, after 1949-- 
into chree stages: the post liberation stage to the beginning of the Cultural 
Revolution; the cxpertence of the Cultural Revolution iteelf; and then the 
death of Chairman Mav and the fall of the “gang of four." This is the period 
which ta atlll ongoing. 


However, the discussion that is taking place outside this offictal framework 
reveals that there were four stages and not three: the stage of preparation 
for the eatabliauhment of the state (1949-1958); the stage of beginning the 
actual application of the communist regime (1958-1966); the stage of the 
Cultural Revolution (1966-1976); and the ctage of the post-Cultural Revolution 
which began in 19/6 and continues from then on, 
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lhin wean, Chat a atage haa been omitted in the party's propaganda line; that 
in the atage between 19586 and 1966, Hecause Lt immediately precedes the eventa 
of the Cultural Revolution, it does shed [some] Light on the nature of the 
seedling that brought torth thie fruit, tence comen the aignificance of this 
ftage and hence too it must give ua pause, 


At the beginning we must plceture the psychological atmoaphere that China's 
command experienced after Mao took over power in 1949 when he became the head 
of a country whose population then numbered 500 million persons, it waa a 
country that had been worn out by Loajustices, ware and famines, In ita unique 
position the command was being called upon to heal the people's wounds, to make 
up for what they had missed and to begin immediately the [efforta]) to mobilize, 
refurbileh and build, 


The first question wae that of eatablishing the authority of the new regime, 
Like any revolutionary authority, the slogans and tdeala of the new regime 
usually cast shadows over che beginning satage until the revolutlonary authority 
is able to plunge into reality and gain ground. Afterwards it would have no 
objection to relinquishing some of these slogans and concessions for require- 
ments that may pertain to the nature of the practice itseel!, to tnternal and 
foreign balances or to the exigencies of survival and continued extatence, 


in 1949 and during the years that followed the new leadership spoke the Language 
of revolution, It had not yet become adept at the calculated jargon of the 
state, 


in this climate the question of Muslims was not being discussed except in so 
far as it would improve China's relations with the countries of the Islamic 
world, most of whom accepted the notion of a communist state in China with 
displeasure, At the same time they were worrfed about the fate of millions 
of Muslims in these distant countries. 


There was no fundamental reason for Muslims to worry at that time. It was evi- 
dent that they were in a state of anticipation, awaiting what new developments 
would produce. The evidence tor that lies in the fact that we find no trace of 
any outealde activity by the Islamic socteties that were then present. Pilyrims 
did not travel to the Holy Land; and delegations to study abroad did not travel 
ever since the al-Faruqi delegation left China to study in al-Azhar in 193/, 


We only tind early signs of Muslim activities in 1953, 4 years after the new 
government asaumed power. In that year the Chinese Islamic soclety came into 
existence as the only soclety representing Muslims in China, But we find no 
traces of the remaining socteties that had «. ‘sted belore then nor, accordingly, 
do we tind any traces of any activities that emanated from them. 


We also note that in 1953 as soon as it was founded the soclety sent a pilgri- 
maye misslon, perhaps so it could legitimize dealing with the Islamic world, 
However, the mission traveled as far as Pakistan only and did not continue 

its journey to the Holy Land because it was not able to obtain an entry visa 
to Saudi Arabia. 
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The subject of the pligelmage tor Chinese Mualima was raised at the Conference 
of Non-Aligned Nationa that wan held in Bandung the followlng year, The 
mitter wan discussed at a private meeting between Zhou Enlal, the prime 
miniater of China and Prince Faysal tba Sa'ud who waa then the kingdom's 
mintater of foreign affalra, At that meeting Prince Fayaal agreed to [the 
proposition] that the kingdom permit a limited number of Chinese Muslims 

(20 persons) to perform the pligeimage every year. The agreement has been 

in effect and has not been amended aince, 


The firat Chinese delegation traveled from the People's Republic of China to 
Saudi Arabla to perform the pllgrimage in 1955, 


During thie stage too we note that the firat conference for Chinese Mualima 
was convened in May 1953, La the following year a magazine entitled CHINA'S 
MUSLIMS wae published, and in 1955 an lalamte inatitute affiliated with the 
society was established, For the flrat time in the poat-liberation age the 
Holy Koran wae printed tn Arable, 


[t was during the same stage that the 1954 Conatitution was proclalmed, It 
included a declaration of freedoms, and Article 88 of that constitution atipu- 
lated "the freedom of religion," 


This period had seen the participation of Mualima in the People's Assembly 
(the parliament) and in vartous reglonal assemblies aa well. 


We may be able to describe this stage--as far as the Muslima are concerned-- 
as one during which Islan.c activity was nationalized and the administration 
and direction of that activity was tranaferred from domestic societies to the 
state and the party. 


The Big Leap 


Then came 1958 which is classified in the Chinese political vocabulary as the 
year of "the big leap." 


This big leap manifested itsellt in the establishment of popular communes which 
were spread out all over China, from one remote end to the other, These com 
mines were considered to be the real thrust in the direction of soctaltst 
application. It was clear that the government had taken this step to tighten 
its control over the economic activity after tt had succeeded, in the pertod 
between 1949 and 1958, in putting tts house in order and tirmly establishing 
the political authority. 


Although the establishment of popular communes produced a violent economic 
tremor in China--and even though we are not in the course of evaluating thia 
step and tracking [ts consequences--it was the measure that had the greatest 
effect on the emotions of Muslims at that time, I[t awakened those worrtes 
which had been burled when the republic was proclaimed, 


Muslims’ worries did not stem from any economic effect that befell them, deapite 
the vital eignificance of this aspect. Thelr worrles basically grew out of the 
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denatty, Thouwandy of Chinese fawlllen who are ethole Hanseethey are the 
Irrellglous ethute proup that constitutes the vast majority=ewere tranaferred 
@pectiteally to Xinjlang, and thousands of Mualim families were tranaferred 
from Yunnan to the various provinces of the republic, 


Thia step created angry reactions among the Muslim masses, Lt La even sald 
that a popular uprlaing took place in the province of Xinjtlang in 1962 for 
that reason and that thousands of Muslima sought refuge itnatde the Soviet 

borders after the Chinese Government interfered to put down thie rebellion. 


These were some of the consequences that befell Muslims as a result of the 
"big leap," 


The Rebellion of the Damned 
Thus loomed the early signa of the Cultural Revolution in the early sixttes. 


We are not here in the process of analyzing the motives that led Chatrman Mao 

to set of f thie exploston that shook the earth and turned China upside down 

for 10 years. Nor are we tnvelved in analyzing the consequences of this revolu- 
tion. ALL these are t[esuen that are attll the subject of dilapute, 


bul what i@ of concern to us in thie regard are the effects of this revolutton 
on the course of lelam and Muslims in China, This ta an aspect [of the subject} 
that we can deal with boldly without dangers we should guard against because 

its components are negative across the board. Any elaboration on or excessive 
statements about the evils of the “gang of four" (the term, the Cultural Revolu- 
tion Ls not used in the Chinese media) would be acceptable or rather desirable 
because Lt would be consistent with the planned "Line," 


Al-ilaj Liyas Chen, vice president of the Islamic Soctety, asked me, "Do you 
want to know what the ‘gang of four’ did to us? Explaining this problem or 
even becoming tamillar with Lt would require a long tlme because they destroyed 
everything in our country.” 


"| heard that the president of the society, al-tlaj Muhammad ‘Ali Chang was 
beaten up by the young men of the Red Guard." 


"Those damned people! They did not leave a single one of us without humiliating 
him. The damage to which al-Haj Muhammad ‘Ali was subjected, specifically the 
material damage |he suffered] was burdensome and great If we were to take his 
position into consideration. But what happened with me cannot be described. 

lt was extremely horrible both materially and morally. Thank God they are 


gone and their gloomy daya are gone!" 


Al-llaj) | lyase spoke with bitterness as he gazed tnto space, looking for some- 
thing or trying to regain something. 


| found out later that the man had been violently beaten in (Kansu) where he 
had been vice president of the Islamic Soctety in the province and one of nine 
vice presidents attending to the activities of the soclety throughout China, 
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My companion, Muhammad to-.d me that because of the presence of the embassies 
of Lelamic countries in beijing, the men of the cloth who were in the capital 
did not wulfer major bodily damage so that foreigners would not find out 

that such operations were being carried out by the young men of the Red Guard. 
Hiowever, those who were in the provinces suffered many humiliations, Many 
men of the cloth were arrested, and hundreds of them were led to prison where 
they were severely tortured, Those who were not imprisoned were beaten in the 
streets or paraded amidst the jeers and the ridicule of the masses with words 
such ae devils, ghosts and ghoule hanging on their backs. 


Not only that, but those young men broke into the homes of Muslima, took all 
the Holy Korans and books they found and burned them publicly in the streets, 
These books were considered remantse of reactionary and bourgeols culture. 
Because of these fires Muslims lost hundreds of rare book» and manuseripts. 


Mr ‘Abd=al-Rahman (Najun)), professor of Lelamic history in the Foreign Lan- 
guages Inatitute in Beijing, told me that his private Library to which he had 
devoted 30 years of his 1 fe had been totally plundered and that his references 
were thrown and burned. Only a handful of books were able to escape this tragic 
fate. 


Large numbers of the men of the cloth remained in seclusion in their homes for 
long months; they feared going out into the street and subjecting themselves 
to humiliation and ridicule. But they were not spared from this paintul des- 
tiny. [The Red Guard] used to drag them from their homes and to vilify, 
insult and abuse them as reactionary symbols. 


The campaign was extended to the mosques. All the mosques outside Beijing were 
shut down: some were tor down and some were converted into workshops, ware- 
houses and commercial stores. Provinces with a dense Muslim population were 
subjected to a » rowing number of these measures. This happened especially in 
the provinces of Xinjiang, Gansu and Ningxia. 


They kept one mosque in Beijing [open], (the Tung Si Balu mosque) for Arab 
diplomats to pray on feasts and occasions. 


Even the Shroud for the Dead 
Besides these measures steps along the same line were taken: 


The holiday for the Feast of I[mmolation and for the Feast of breaking the 
Ramadan Fast was abvlished “so that production would not be delayed." These 
holidays had been recognized, and Muslims had been allowed to stay away [from 
work] on these holidays. There had been only 2 days per year. They used to 

be 3 days when the birthday of the prophet was considered a holiday for Muslims. 
However, for considerations regarding “the continuity of the production pro 
cess" the holiday for the prophet's birthday was abolished. 


Muslims in the province of Xinjlang were prevented from using the Arabic alpha-~ 
bet in writing, and they were torced to use the Chinese alphabet. The Arabic 
alphabet was used by Muslims of Turkish descent who were known as Uigurs. 
According to the official census there are 6 million Ulgurs in Xinjiang. 


3/7 








denwely populated with Muallon were 





prevents dotvom 


‘Oelumee, and they were toreed to wear 


trousera), 


Clothbog Othe 


thetlote Werte lapeaed on traditions and private 





if 


anoutioed then that every Mualio who dlea, tor example, would pet 
a aehroud, wan taaued by apectal 
- ade rahip ut 
benides be lny 


tevolution considered thia exception an economl: 
Al 
"ay old hourgeol e custom that 


ioupute to Muslim wae actually HuMpended 


Dinluree ment 


vialent 
i) religtons and against all “the supernatural tattha that 
Campa lpn 


thin took place tu an atmosphere of tadoet rinat ton 
wpalm apgalinat 
hoided down trom the ages of teudallam and caplitalian,” 
ideviogy and traditions whieh wer: 


elimiantion bourgeotn 


Campalpin went 
Hlogatia and gual 


road of soctallet application,” 
in reallty tere down all 
reveluttion had proclaimed tn 1949 to protect 


iormilat tone 


4 dlattinguiehed position among the other religion: 


did undergo an equally diatingulahed ahar: 


} lam T i had 
revolution, 


tite 


llaparaging measures and operations, 
Cultural Revelutlon tormed a “Revolutlonary Group To Reatat 
» undertook making the arrangements and taguing all Chem 
[like them|!, 


manu@nreh 


1954 Conetituttion was amended to provide 
stipulate d that 
tepublic, 
am jndmentea 


religion was 
amendment 


[freedom] of 


cmatituttional 
conatitution was 
ireedom to apeak, to correspond, to publlah, te 
form parties, 


aera dchoner nyt int roduced 


campnat itty 


Liiche prerticheut 


addreased 


privilege available 


have equal 


lived through the 


Vevolut ion 














Hinde the bhjuetiowe uf bypeoie ape) tle dispelled all the dieamwa and tanec ten 
that they had held on io, they frultied eve iviliifng they had accompltiahed and 
bulit alnoe the republic wae proclatmed tn TULL) and they blocked the road tu 
Wengre that head been opened tu them on the eve of Liberation tn 1944 Iba 
huture appeare tu them dark and pliuomy, and they aaw tuothlug on the lorteun 
bul unending wile 


Violation by law 


ivente oooutted th quick eucce@eton tu the mld seventies They began with Mao'n 
atts wy m ta iurh tive fosltiuye s] We welut bin aiiil an meatrict lina aa i’ ii lon Iles 1) 
caw’ the death of the Chinege leader tn 19/6 iThia wae followed by] the 
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What precisely te the party's polley on the treedom of religion’ 


| peut the quent hn tw hal lin} “Mulhlammad "ALY (hang, prentides nt ot thy in lam: 


wctety, Hin pune wat that the measurce that were taken atter the “yay 
of tour” wae delteated conattit0uted an ade quate reaponee to the queatton, the 
twat that had ven added to tlw iv/>) Comnattit0uttion waa deleted and rept scod 
with mother, More propre muaive faut fey thee iIV/74 Comat titut ton lihin tet "7 iu 
lnten the tol luwtn;, ‘All citteena have treedom of religton, and they ala 
have the right not t lieve tn religion and to advocate athelam 

ion enmure that the oh ! wel the men of the cloth are not hara@ed and te 
evorer the good wil tie i ‘ eromot which came [to power | alter the 
feath of Chatrman Muu wh nthe de a vided to the Penal cule (Nemes 147) 

in 97% ii iMipulated that povernment employes vould be puntahed by a 
wHakiq@um ’-vear prison @entenee of by detention It they went too tar in 
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loetitute, prelnttiog the Holy Horan tor the third tla alace 1949 and resuming 
lle publication oof the mayactoe, MUOLIMy) TN OWINA, Nending delegatlona to 
perform the pliptimayge wae resumed tn 19/9, and an attempt wan made tu reature 
the vattows beldges of comotoation with the lalamte world, auch aa the ex 
fhanwe of vielte end attendance at dlacusaltona and talamt conterencen, The 
livet conterence of thle bland where the Mualiae of Chita were represented woe 
fiw telowts meeting to Alylere whitch wae held ta September 1979, Meum that 
hod been closed were upened in Zin jlane alow t0 wae dectded that) more than 
1 U0 woequee would be feapened pradually, Nolldaya tor Muatlon on the leant 
| treobioy the Homedan Vaet and on the Veeat of lLawolattion would be reatored, 


lihough thee measures can be conetdered relatively powttive TE they ar 
pompored to the experience of Mualion durtog the Cultural Heyvalut tiv thie 
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| the devout to peteral trom appgreaaton and violation waa tormulated ti 
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‘in tent does tot torbld depriving clttzena of their rellylous treedom tn 
principle, nor does Lt oppome the baata lol the principle) of violat lng the 
traditions of minorities, That ta, tf auch deprivation were carried out with 
ut excene and tf a violatton were committed tn a legal manner, Tt would be 
legit timate and acceptable, 


liye comeoeron that le aroweed by the extatence of auch a tent lnteme trom the 
luct that the test] apenas the road to deprivation and violation [that would 
we ec areled out) ander the ugbrella and the protection of the law. Thie can 
Tee weoarated trom the eatapean that preced Aothe Cultural Hevotlut ton which 


lected trom L9H to Tit lin party ‘s tndoectrlaation tle does not condemn 
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lycodom to have begun only ta i966 ander the control of the “pang of tour,” 
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lhe Chitewe aay theme worda tu different waya, and they leave you wondertog 
Whether tu belleve them or not, they are confident that after lauch|] toate 
tence and repetition one wuet belleve them, At leagt thie ta how the Chinese 
behave with @ach other 


Imoplie all this tu aie te denytig that the yveare after 19/8 did brtag about 
a relative openness that wmantleated ttwell tn a eet of poatiive measuresn that 
were taken on behall of Mualinn, Numerous factora, aome of which we have 
already mentioned, were lhetrumental tn thie, hat the problem la that some 
wounda are difticull to heal because, on the one hand, they hied proftumely 
wid because the cella of the body become debilitated and weak, on the other, 
There are aleao biows that not only cause wounda of ncoara, but alao create 
permanent defurmition, tu the Chinese lalamte body there are many of thene 
wounds that are dilffleult to heal, and there are almilar permanent detorml 
ties aw well, 


Yeu, the telamic entity te atill alive and has not died, It atteatea to the tact 
that there ta ne God but Allah and that Muhanad ta tla lrophet, One seen talam 
sometings tn the monques and sometings tn tunerale and burtal places, One seen 
it often at cel brations tor the clroumetaton of children, at weddings and at 
leanta, | wever, the wounds, the phyateoal deformition and the procesaton of 
sorrows lnve changed the lalamic entity [in Ohinal considerably: they sapped 
lite atrength and allered tte teatures, Nothliog but tte heart rematnn, lia 
elituation bes becom unique like that of any body whose organs have been damaged, 
Whowe functions have been suspended and whose cella have died, but the wiladom 

of God wlehed that Ita bl ort go on beating audthly and trequently, challenging 
all the conetderations of logic and actence, 


hut there will ome atime tor ail thie) and tor every apace of tim there will 
he a record 
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signe of Shi'ite tatluence are evident in thetr calture and thelr practteoen, 














lhere ja a very wmall percentage of them who are lama'ilite Shi'itewertt te 
wald that they are only 20,000) they are Tajlke, and they are acattered along 
the (hitewerAfphan borders, 


jut woot Muolion know nothing about the Hanatite achool, and they do aot 
realise that thelr culture and thelr practices contuse what ta Sunol with 
what in Shi'ite and what te Arab with what ta Peratan, They tnadvertently 
spared themelves the dlapute that auch queattona could attr up, 


Shi'ite and Pereta tatluences came about aa a result of ancient relat tons 
ln which the prostmity of Perata played a major role, There ta a noticeable 
amount of talamic antiquities which have aurvived trom the age of the Tang 
lynanty> between the /th and LOth centurleae«theae antiquities bear Peratan 
inscriptions that appear vexat Co Arable tnacripttionn, 


We were told that a tew books on Hanalite rltea which were in common use were 
written in VPereian and that prayer, jactiona) asavctated with prayer an well 

on (the thames of the tive plliare of lalam were known by their Peralan names, 
Vrayer ta Hamar; the call to prayer te Chanak)| the ablutton ta Abadlay the 
worming [prayer!| te bamdad; the noon (prayer) ta blahiny the alternoon [prayer] 
in dakar, the prayer at eunset te ahem; and the evening prayer te khuftin, and 
no om, 


Musiiow in south Ching are awaiting the expected Mahdi (literally, the Rightly 
Guided (neje«the abeent imam, The Shi'ites [among them] prefer the green color 
for a “gentleman's” turban; in the past the green jubbah [a long outer garment, 
open in tront, with wide eleeves| was the dliatingulahing costum of those who 
recited the Kora, Mualima tn south China commemorate the Lady Vatimah, and 
they glorify the [tithe of | imam--who ta connected to the name of ‘All ibn Abi 
Talib more than they do the title, caliph, They consider the teacher an tmam 
wid bie etudenta, hie “calipha” [that ta, hie tollowers], 


What ia even more curloue tle that veatiges of the Sul! waye atlll survive among 
the Mustiow of south Ohina, thn tatutah bad reterred to the extatence of thene 
ways When he vialted China atx centurltes ago. These veatiges of Sullam are 
comcentrated In the areas Where Muslion are clustered: injlang in the north 
weat, which Includes the largeat “uelia population at present; and Yunnan tn 
the south, which used to be the atronghold of lalamic activity in the pant 
etore tt wae depopulated, 


Vhoawltiyvelh and jiaharivah 


fhere are etlll those whe assorctate themselves with the al-Vhawllyah way 

Which te close to al-Naqehabandlyah--and with the al-Jaharlyah way--which in 
‘lower to aleQadirciyah. The lassoctates of |] al -Chawttyah are those who rectte 
ihe foren tin a low volce; they @ay be found in Ganeu and Kin)|lang,. 


the laweoctates of] al Jahartyah who rectte the Koran in a loud volce glority 
holy wen and bulld tombe of ehrines tor thetr elders. They can be found tw 
Ningsia and Ganeu, Their @oat tamous ehrines are in the village of (shagu) 
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in the province of Gaveu, There ta an entire village in south Yoonan Vrovince 
which eubactihes to the al lahartyah way: (t ta called (Ta tal Sum) oF the 
yreat Hul market, The tule are the beat known Muslim ethotec group ta Ohina, 


in addition te thome whe practioe the al-ethutlyah and the al lahartyah waya 
there are |Musling who are called| al Salattyun [those who follow ta the way 
of thett andeastora|) and lothera whe are called] al Mibdathun [the moderneal, 


bach one of theme two deacriptions hae «a meaning that dilfera trom what each 
would omvey tu ve in our Atal world, The aleSalatiyw, of those whe favor 
the old waye, are thoee whe tnatet on all the anctent and tohertted tradittons 
auch an reading the Furan tor a tee, chanting the Foran, tasting according 

to the Ohinewse calendar and other aapecta lol religious practice] aw well 

that pertain to the funeral service and Lifting one'a Clager whlle rectt tng 
the creed durlug prayer, 


The al -Mubdathun [the godermeal, who are an extension of the Wahabl brothers, 
were given thie abusive haw by the aletalatiyun, They oppowe [bulldlog| tombe, 
emoking aid Wearliy mourning clothes, and they aupport beytontng the [hamadan | 
fast when the vew moon lu elghted and reading the Foran without «a tee and with 
mut tatonatton 


Tombe abound in the diatricte and provinces of the northweat alan, [Although | 
many of them were deatroyed durtng the Cultural Hevolutton, a tew Mualion are 
etill attached to them, 


in the town of Clift Ohths « ehetoe wan bullt tn the name of al Shaykh Coulttyan), 
The moat tamous towh in Foalhpar te that of Chagrat Aba Jujan). in the province 
late}] of (usher) there le «a ehetoe tor al-cOhaykh (Uharthbant); to Turtean there 
in « tomb tor Clayu Che Vheawjen) whoee birthday la celebrated tn April of each 


yearo which wee destroyed but wot repatred, Mualion trequent thease and other 
tombe continuously where they do egactty what all Mualima do all over the Arah 
md telamtii world they dy what the religion dengmcen and what the Prophett 


lradition terbide 
A thine Name and « Helipion iam! 


lela ta relerted tu tn the poken Chinese language an Ulag Zhen of tru 
werenity, The Usinewe poopie doe fot detine talam in ita own terme an the 
lelamic religion, tor example, tut they rather detine It by Ite attrihbuter 
Thie te «a metho’! of comuntcatiog that ta tatluenced by the anctent teachtngn 
oft Conmtuctua, it ia ‘thud thet addressee people ln terme of oo tal and 
behavioral vali md dues vot heed the unkown of the wetaphyatcoal Thie 
would be the firet thing that comean to ated when one usen the word, religion, 
for example. 


lt te commonly boow ameny Mualin thet the tour plilate of talam are the tmam, 
the preacher, (ie man whe delivera the call to prayer and the monque attendant, 
in many monques the imem and the preacher are two different people t tye 
preacher delivers tle eermm on Friday, tor example, but it ta the team who 


leada [the congregation) tn prayer 





fhe tam hae a opectal aid @ diatlingutehed posttton to Mualin communttien, 
lie playa hia role when a person ta born, when he marries, when he dlea, when 
hin funeral processton [leaves hia house) and when he ta burted, 


Ae soon ae a child ta born, an tmam ta tovited to recite bealde him a few verses 
of the Koran and «a tew prayera, Then the (banak) [the man who delivers the call 
to prayer] recites the call to prayer in the child's eara, Thin ta according 
'o « prevalent custom among Mualion ao that the [lrat sound to penetrate the 
child's ear would be that of the call to prayer, Then the tmam chooses a name 
for the child, whether that child ta male or female, 


Among the lulae-Mualion whe are of Arab or Peratan deacent«<it ia the rule for 

a Muslim to have two names: a Chinese name and a religious name, an they say. 
The tirat name te the official name, the one that ta recorded tn the birth certi- 
ficate and in all offtteltal papers and documenta, That name is usually phoneti- 
cally and etructurally GQhinese, of at least seem to be. The religlous aame, 
however, ta that which te used in Muslim communities: Muhammad, Mahmud, ‘Alf 

or Hosayn, Fatioah, Martyam, Sall@ah or Khadijah, ete. The well-known names 
wnoty the descendanta of the prophet, may God bless him and grant him salva- 
tion, are the moat popular famesn among the Chinese Mual ima, 


We have already stated that the Muslima who are of Arab and Peratan deacent 
did furthermore “Sinolze" thowe Arabic namen: Muhammad became Mu; Mahmud be- 
came May Yahya became YL; Naar al-Din became Ne and fo on, 


hia took place amony the Hul Musiion., Hut Muslims of Turkish origin who live 
in the northweat~-in Xinjlang--have namen that are clearly Islamic for each one, 
The name of that person's father, hia tamtly and [also] hie common name make 

up the offfetal name which ts recorded in [hia] birth certificate and in all 
documnta, (Muslims of Turkiah descent | do not have a religious name and 
mother Chinese name, or rather the religious name to the prevalent name and 
there ta no place tor a Cilnese name in thowne areas, 


An explanation of this phenomenon ta quite underatandable because the origins 
of thowe Muslims go back to the land where they Live which tn the past used 
to be Turkestan, in tact it ta the Turkish element that constitutes the orlt- 
xlne [ot those people] among the tribes of central Asta, In this respect 
[thowe people] are better of f than their tellowa, the Nuls, aince they were 
vot compelled to tlatter, to hide and to dinsemble, This histortcal back- 
yround gave them more courage to declare thelr Ialamic names openly without 
altering them phonetically. ta addition, unlike the Huis, they have been 
living tn an tolamic communtty for hundreds of years; the Hulse had no land 
and no native country, and they acattered themselves amidst the others and 
eo were lost ot dramed in thia vast ocean [of humanity]. 


tecause of thease conditions Ulghur Muslims not only use Muslim names openly, 
but the minarets they have on top of thelr mosques are also a noticeable 
phengmenon, The mosques of Uleghur Muslime are uniike those of Muslims in 
the remaining parte of China 


According to tradition, a Muslim child ta cireumetaed alter 4 years, City 
hospitala perform thin operation. ta the villages, people prefer that someone 


ly te 








with experience, such as the “barber-surgeon" in our country, perform this 
operation, [t ie also customary alter the aurgery for a mother to feed her 
child egge eaweetened with sugar to placate the child and to follow a tradi- 
tion whose origin ia unknown. 


At the age of tive a child ia taught the two creeds and the introductory verse 
to the Koran. Such marginal activities are carried out by the parents, The 
imam appears on the ecene afterwards, during the stage of educating the child 
and making him memorize the Koran. Until the period preceding the Cultural 
Revolution, this used to take place in the mosques where celebrations were 
held to congratulate and honor [the child], 


The Marriage Sermon 
The imam plays another role in the marriage of a Muslim man or woman, 


It is the rule and the custom for a Muslim to marry a girl who belongs to his 
ethnic group and not only hie religion. The civil marriage syatem ia naturally 
the one thet te prevalent [in China] according to Chinese lawa, but Muslims 
insist on drawing up a contract of marriage according to Islamic law that is 
carried out by the imam himself. In northwest China people call thia ceremony 
al-ijabah [the response] because the bride responds by agreeing to the marriage. 


After registration in the marriage office, the parenta hold a celebration at 
home to which relatives and friends are invited. The imam presides over this 
celebration which begins with the recitation of a few prayers in a manner that 
is closer to incantation. Then the imam recites a few verses from the Holy 
Koran, and then he delivers the “marriage sermon" which is supposed to be a 
sermon to the couple that is getting married in accordance with the way of God 
and His prophet. 


After the sermon the imam turns to the bride and asks her, “Do you accept?" 
The bride then has to respond by saying the word, (kardam), which is a Persian 
word meaning | accept. 


| asked the imam of the Xian mosque, al-Shaykh Muhammad Yunis, “How much bride 
money is usually paid?" 


He said, “The matter of course is symbolic. After liberation bride money 
varied trom 3 to 5 yuan~--a U.S. dollar is equal to one and a quarter yuans. 

In the past a bridegroom would give hia bride a golden ring; but now he gives 
her a watch because there are no jewelry stores in China. Golden jewelry and 
products--rings or carrines--are sold only to foreigners and in tax [ree shops. 
My companion, who is originally from Yunnan added, “In Yunnan 2 silver yuans 
are offered as bride money.” 


Marriage ceremonies in the different parts of China take place quietly in the 

homes of Muslims without much to-do. In the outermost portions of China, such 
as the northwest, however, a wedding is eastern [in character] like those one 

knows, and then some. 











| attended a wedding of thie kind tn Turfan in Xinjlang Province, The bride- 
groom wae lama'll ‘Abd-al-Raqib and the bride wan Mariyam Habib Allah, The 
two came [rom the same family; both were Ulghura trom the same agricultural 
wit, 


The wedding was held on a Sunday, The holiday had forced people out into ‘he 
ulreete, and the markets were [illled with people, Even people who lived ta 
Villages came in caravane ot carriages pulled by donkeya and sometimen by 
horsesa=-one family per carriage. Grandmothers wore a white veil that covered 
their heads and their shoulders; mothers wrapped colorful acarves around their 
heads; girle wore colorful handkerchleta that they tled in a knot at the end 
of thete pigtails; and all the elderly men wore beards, There was no trace 

of the Chinese blue suit. 


Not only was [that] Sunday a holiday, but it also colneided with the end of 
the apricot season, and the crop had been good, rivaling the grape and apple 
crops that are cich cropa itn Turfan, This may have been the reason why there 
were numerous wedding celebrations that day. 


Vighur music echoed loudly in the skies of the village. Muatctans atood tn 
front of the house; “druma” were placed on a trailer borrowed from the commne; 
and those who were carrying the rest of the local inatrumentsa apread out be- 
tween the tratler and the street surface. The people of that quarter got 
Logether: they were competing with each other in dancing to the music, There 
were young and old men, and there were little boya and girla. They all took 
turns dancing on the dust covered dance tloor. They danced all day, from 
morning till nightfall, in the bridegroom's house, and they danced till noon 

in the bride's house or until it was time for her to leave to her husband's 
house, 


The house wae filled with people: the women were on one eide, and the men 
were on the other. We sat with the men where a cup of tea was offered to 

the Imam, Haji Amin tba Lalam, the oldest shaykh in the town. The imam took 
one sip of tea and then passed the cup around to everybody, and each one took 
a sip tor good tortune and blessings. How would thia bring about good fortune 
and blessings’? It does not mitter; this ia what customs require, 


The imam delivered hie sermon; he recited trom the Koran; he rateed his hands 
in prayer; and then he delivered the marriage sermon, The two fathers acted 
om behal!l of the couple who were secluded out of bashtulness and embarrasa- 
mat. Dishes of cice and meat were brought and placed belore us as we sat 
on top of the brick stove which was to be the family's bed alnce It spares 
the sleepers {rom the harshness of winter tn the area, Finally, the tather 
placed a small towel, the size of a handkerchiet, tn front of everyone who 
recited the Koran--thetr number had tncreased to LO--and he placed a yuan 
as a tee for each one of them. This [practice] is encouraged by those who 
ijavor the old ways, the al-Salaftyun, and ta rejected by the moderna, the 
al-Muhdathun, 


| left the wedding party and the dancing wan still gotng on to tront of the 
house while the voices of the Turkish temale alngers echoed sottly and aweetly, 
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marred by nothing but the beat of the druma which sounded more Like war drum, 
Thia la because Turkiah folk dancing ia basically a kind of soft combat. 


The Lmam's departure 1e@ an indication to the guests that they may leave and a 


signal to very close family members and {[riendsa to do away with ceremony and 
to dance and eing without embarrasament,. 


In Death Teo 


Juat as the imam te the "center of attention" in a marriage, he ta alao the 
center of attention in death too, 


The ritual ablution takes place under hin euperviaton; it te carried out by 

the mosque attendant who takes some of he clothing of the deceased as part 

of hie fee. in the south a white turban ta placed on the head of the deceased, 
and the expression, “La !laha tlhla Allah" [There ta no God but Allah] ta 
written on it. Im the north that expression is written on the person's grave. 
In moat cases the ahroud is scented with rose water, and the body ta placed in 
a coffin of walnut wood or sine painted in dark yellow. When the mourners go 
out for the funeral, they are led by the imam, The relatives of the deceased 
cover their heads with skullcapa or pleces of white cloth, The body ta placed 
in an oblong grave at the bottom of which musk or amber may have been aprinkled. 
The body is then placed so that the head points toward the north, the feet point 
toward the south and the person's head in facing the Auguat al-Ka'bah. 


The deceased is remembered in a celebration on the third day of hia death, a 
week after hia death, 2 weeks after hia death and on the 40th day of his death. 
A commemorative observance ts held in his memory every year, and when 10 years 
have gone by a major ceremony of mourning is held during which readers of the 
Koran take turns reciting verses trom the Koran. But there ta leas of that 
occurring at each of these occasions, 


During feasts celebrati iw take place in the courtyards of mosques. The Muslims 
of the south--Yunnan--unlike those of the north have a bigger celebration on the 
Feast of Breaking the Ramadan Fast than that which they have on the Feast of 
Immolation. Muslima of the north pay more attention to the Feast of Immolation, 
In both cases the Muslims celebrate by singing, by dancing and then by having 
banquets. 


In the north the custom is for every seven men and women to slaughter a cow, 
and every person of age isa to slaughter a goat which tsa called "“qurbah" 
lsacrifice]. The cowe wd goats are slaughtered in the courtyard of the 
mosque, far away trom th» place of prayer. 


Celebrations tor the Feast of Breaking the Ramadan Fast usually take place 
in one day, but the Feast of Immolation is celebrated for three days--the 
official holiday is one day. On the night that commemorates the prophet's 
midnight journey to the seven heavens the Muslims’ supplications do not stop, 
and on the night on which the Koran was revealed, they stay up all night. 
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Friday ie the undieputed day of the imam even though the matter does depend 
on the location and the rank of the mosque: that ta, whether or not the 
moaque ia in one of the areas that are heavily populated with Muslim or 
Whether it le merely in one of the Muslim quartera in the cities, It also 
depends on whether or not the mosque is a "community mosque” or an ordinary 
mosque, All these are considerations that affect the atse of the "audience" 
in the mosque and, accordingly, the audience of the imam, 


There ie no declared count of the number of mosques [in China] although the 
officlal magazine, CHINA RECONSTRUCTS did mention in ite firat tasue of 1980 
that 1,900 mosques had been reopened in Xinjiang Province alone after the 
Cultural Revolution, that te, between 1978 and 1980, Even if we were to 
assume that these were all the mosques in the province, that figure ta etill 
a large figure that ie not to be taken lightly. It te most likely that not 
all the mosques of Xinjiang were opened because the policy that ia in effect 
stipulates that the mosques be reopened gradually, especially since some of 
them--in the areas of dense Islamic population espectally--were subjected to 
destructive operations during the Cultural Revolution and their restoration 
would require considerable time. 


In the [elamic Restaurant 


There was not a single official among those | met in Beijing and Shanghal 
with whom I had discussed the subject of Muslims who did not, after railing 
at the "gang of four,” try to point out the commitment of the party and the 
state to the policy ot freedom of religion in three ways: mosques were being 
reopened gradually; [Islamic restaurants were scattered everywhere; and the 
funeral and burial customs of Muslims were being taken into consideration. 





| was prepared to understand the significance behind the matter of mosques 
and that of burying the dead in a country that usually cremates them. but 
what was impossible for me to understand at the outset was [that] question of 
Islamic restaurants. I will overlook for the time being the relationship be- 
tween freedom of religion and burying the dead--something which requires no 
more than a plece of Land in an open space where the graves of Muslims can be 
built. 


I noticed that my itinerary in the three principal cities, Beljing, Shanghal 

and Guanzhou, included a fixed item: dinner in an [Islamic restaurant. A visit 
to an Islamic contectionery was added to my itinerary in Shanghai. This was the 
first time that I had heard of an Islamic and a non~-Islamic confectionery. 


[Relying on] the Logic that Islam addresses the heart and the mind before 
addressing the stomach, | continued to reject the notion of tying Islam with 
restaurants and confectioneries until it became evident to me that the matter 
had far-reaching implications and extremely significant indications. 


For many centuries the question of food has been one of the articles of dis- 
pute between Muslims and other Chinese. The Han Chinese who make up the vast 
majority of the people in China--500 million--do not, perhaps because they 
have always lived in a state of ewergency because of their number, abstain 


46 











from eating anything on land, in the sea or in the alr. They eat cows, sheep, 
donkeys, dogs, horses and even cata and anakes, Chinese cities may be the 
only cities in the world where one cannot {ind cate and doga roaming the atreeta, 


Accordingly, it was natural for Muslime to have their own slaughtered animals 
and their own restaurantes, Mualime became famous as butchera and food prepara= 
tion workers, One of the common sayings that were used by others to make fun 
of Muslims wae chat "Muslims have only two knives: one for elaughtering cows 
and the other for cutting confection," 


These characterlatice became associated with Muslims so that thelr realdential 
quarter in the capital came to be known as the slaughter-house, while the main 


atreet in the quarter where the Chinese [Islamic Society ts located ia offictally 
called the Street of Cows, 


This position became firmly established in the Muslim community, and the ques- 


tion of food, and particularly pork, became a central point of dispute between 
Chinese Muslims and others, 


Because of the absence of a true understanding of Islam and because of the on- 
going process of disregarding facts, the Muslim's faith and his expression of 
that faith were manifested primarily in abstaining from eating pork. As time 
went by, this notion [of expressing one's faith) grew until Muslims found 


themselves prepared to accept anything from [another] Muslim except that he 
should eat pork. 


Pork came to be the dividing line that separated faith from faithlessnessa tn 
areas of central China. 


A person who ate pork was godless; he was to be reviled and humilated by Muslims 
who would not allow him to marry their daughters. but a person who abstained 
from eating pork and did anything else was only a dissenter. 


Most Islamic restaurants otter beer, whiskey and champagne, but they do not 
offer this cursed dish: pork. 


Thanks to the Pig! 


What is astonishing in thie matter is that it is because of the pig that Muslims 
who are Huis did preserve their identity and did not vanish amidst the other 
[ethnic groups]. 


it is a curious contradiction indeed that the pig, whose name is so distasteful 
to Muslims that the commander of the Red Army asked his soldiers during the 
Long March of Mao to retrain trom saying the word in front of Muslims out of 
consideration for their feelings, did contribute to the protection of the Hul 
community and the purity of thelr race, 


This ts because Musiims who are Huis do not marry the daughters of non-Huls. 
They also refuse to let their daughters marry non-Huls for no other reason 
but that they will eat pork. The rare marriages between Huls and non-tuls 
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that do take place are not accepted by fathers unless the wife or the husband 
pledge, that he or she will not eat pork, Otherwise, there la a permanent 
eatrangement between the family and the son who dlaregarda thie condition and 
mrclens, 


Ae a result of the atern application of thle condition, a thick wall wae built 
tor all practtcal purposes that Laolated the Hul Muslims from other Hulse 
throughout hletory. Thie laolation preserved the Ldentity of those Muslims 
and saved them (rom vanishing and drowning Ln a sea of millions of Han Chinese 
around them who would have absorbed them in a matter of a few yeare if that 
barcler behind which they had sought to protect themselves had fallen, 


Hul Muslimea went along with the Han Chinese tn their architecture, their cloth- 
ing and all thelr customs, But the only thing that they did not give up and 
lnaisted on rejecting was thetr refusal to eat pork. 


Just as those people's understanding of the expreasion of faith aid [slam took 
shape within those bounds, the party and the government thought that an extreme 
interest in Muslims’ restauranta and confectionertesa would conat! tute one of 
the pillars of the policy of "protecting religious freedom." In addition, 

such a focus le considered sate and comfortable from the point of view of any 
government, If Islamic “activity” shifted to restaurants and confectioneries, 
those boundaries would be acceptable and tolerable and perhaps even desirable. 


Therefore, every quarter or street where there were Muslims had to have one or 
more [elamic restaurants on whose front would be fixed a sign in Chinese bear- 
ing two words: (Chin Zhan), that ta, God the Great. Wherever these two words 
are written without any other explanations, they would inevitably be referring 
to the fact that there was an Islamic restaurant. In addition, some of these 
stores add signs written tn Arabic to underscore their close adherence to 
islam, such as the Islamic Store for Confectionery and Pastry, the Muslim's 
Restaurant and the Restaurant of Botled and baked Beef and Lamb for the 
Muslim, etc. The umber of such restaurants in Beljing is 3 and in Shanghal 
55. 


Any work wait which has LO Muslims or more working in Lt must designate a 
special, separate restaurant for Muslima where pork would not be offered and 
where lard would not be used in cooking. 


To ensure that the slaughter of animals ts carried out according to Islamic 
law, the Chinese [Islamic Soctety and tte branches in the citles send an em 
ployee daily to the slaughterhouse to say the two expressions, "Bism Illah 
'-PCahman al-Rahim" and "Allahu Akbar" [in the name of God, the Merciful the 
' slonate and God is great, respectively] for every animal that te 
it aetered, This ts stipulated in the rites of slaughtering animals. 


| met one of those in Guanzhou; he is an employee in his forties whose Islamic 
name is ‘Abdallah and his Chinese name (Ku Min). He recelves a monthly salary 
of 50 yuan--about 35 dollars--for this job which he pursues exclusively. He 
gues to the slaughterhouse in the city every day at 8 a.m, and he stands in 
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front of every animal that ie to be slaughtered and while ita throat | 
being cut he says, "Biem Lllah al-Rahman a) -Rahim" and "Allahu Akbar." 


He spends 2 hours a day at work; then he returns to the Islamic Soctety "to 
reat" for a while from the rigors of his mission, and then he goes home with 
an easy conscience, 


How Many Are There? 
One queation remains: how many Muslims are there in China? 


This may be the most common question among all the questions that are being 
raised about the conditions of Muslims there. 


Despite the fact that the question is repeated frequently among writers and 
researchers in the East and in the West, no one has been able to find a speci- 
fic anewer to it. Estimates vary every time according to the effort of every 
researcher, his optimism or pessimism and perhaps according to his interests 
and objectives. 


lL am claiming that this page in the file on China's Muslims is the one that is 
most obscure and mysterious even though it is the most significant and ‘he most 
dangerous. There are practical considerations that prevent us from find vg out 
the real number of Muslims there for several teasons. Chief among those reasons 
is the fact that the census in China is not concerned with classifying people 
according to their religion; it classifies them only according to their ethnic 
group. This is consistent with the logic of a country that has been Lrreligious 
since the dawn of history, many centuries before communism. This means that 
there is no official figure to determine the number of Muslims, but that there 
is an estimate based on the count of ethnic groups whose affiliation with [slam 
has been established for many centuries. 


In the Religious Affairs Administration in Beijing | tried to find out what 

these official estimates were. The chief of that administration, (Chao Chintan), 
who has the rank of a minister, told me that there was no accurate count of 

the followers o! every religion. "Faith lies in the heart and cannot be count- 
ed." But there are approximate estimates that can be found in studies and with 
experts on religious atfairs. These approximate estimates indicate that there 
are five religions in China and that they may be arranged according to the 
number of their followers as follows: 


Buddhism--the appeal for self-emancipation [as a means for] delivering the 
human race has been one of the most influential religions in the past ever 
since it came {rom abroad, from India. The number of Buddhists is not known, 
but the number of Buddhist monks on the eve of liberation was half a million 
monks and nuns. 


Taoism [is a] Chinese Sutism which advocates worshiping the soul, nature and 
gods. The number of Tavists is also unknown, but there were about 8,000 male 
and female Tao priests on the eve of liberation. Their numbers, however, are 
continuing to decline. 
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liaditionally Nuddhiam and Taolaw have been the two religlona of the tan 
(hitese whe conntitute the vaat majority tn China, 


lnlamt the fumber of Mugitme tn LOMO, according to our eatimaten, came to 
Li wttiion, 


Cathulltcoteam: the 1944 cenaue tadleates that at that time there were | million 
Cathollea, 


Vrotestantionm: thelt tollowera were eatimted to be about 700,000 persona ta 
ihe year of Liberatton, 


lle chlet of the Mellpgitous Attatrw Admintatration aald that the vartoun relip 
ite have thete oattonal religtous organizational the Chinese Wuddhlat Soctety; 
ile Chinese Taoliat Soctety; the Chinese lLalamle Soetety; the Chinene Natlonal 
tLatholte Seelety) and the Nattonal Agency tor Protestant Churcher, 


Thon tee added that Judalam had disappeared trom China and that Lt wan allopether 
non extatent tow, lows had conatituted an inconsequential minoertty of toretan 
vere whe bad been centered tn Sheoghal ever ainee tt wan a atronghold tor tors 
clon capital, They had « synagogue tn the city, but It han been deat royed, 


i) Milliom,. . . Maybe! 


| overlouked the tact that he wan contuatng divine religion with man-made tdeans 
“ul philosephiea--there ta no difference between the two for people who do not 
belleve in God--and the taet that he regarded Catholictam a religion dillerent 
from Vroteatant lam, 


| told him, "“Hegardlug the number of Mustioa, rime Mintater Chou hn Lat had 
announced during the dlacussetonsa that took place at the Conterence of Non 
\ilgned Nattlonea that wan held ton tandung tn 1954 that he wan apeaking on behall 
10 willion Mustime. Chine then had 600 mlllion people, It we accept thin 
estimate aa correct and compare the rate of taerease ta the numbers of Muni tim 
with the total cate of tacreawe to China, we will discover an error that will 


require correct ton, 


"tt the population of China tn the summer of L980 wan FSO million persona, thin 
would mean that the population in China between 19594 and L9NO had licreaned 
wer SO percent li we accept the fact that there were Tt million Muation tn 
1960, thia would mean that they would have tacreased by 1) percent tn the ‘im 
period, There are two parts te the error that | am relerring tot the tiret 

in that China'a entire population tnereased at the same rate, whereas thy 
Muclimes tnereaned at a iower rate, Thies would be tlloglcal tf we were to take 
ihe secood matter tate conatderation: that ta, that Mustian have more children 
than others everywhere tn the world because mont of them consider having chil 
dren to be an telamic directive, Bestdes, the same Chinese records alate that 


fenponse to population control programe was lukewarm or none-extatent in Musitio 


comuntties,” 

















| maid, “logteally apeaking, |! Munlima did net tncreane at hivher tates than 
those for All the Chiltiem . iley mun liave “at leant iii reamed at thre naw jaton 


Of otherea, That ta, they could net at any rate be lena than '5 wilitoa." 


lhe religious } fatte olttital ial i, "There santet thes object lone ta illite biopede 


Hor to the cote luelen that you have come to because the atatlationw that we lave 


on reliwious jr pli ve not accurate it) Moat + anen they are appronimate 

In tact, let me add that the lack of auch accurate atatlation doen not only 
apply to Paoml iy . tenet it valaw plies to Catholteoa, aoe pecple abroad do nut 
uvidersatand why Chita duea nol clasalty people according to thelr rellplon, and 


they tind it eas lta eeepl yl ome of the wythea that becom payteg hut lip i bu 
litttlea, Thee me w¥the clatw that the communtat repime mannacred tlre i« biplous 


people, 
ben Munition Pttwais tot coeap 


| teld the ot ticlata ot the Chinen lel amis wnetet : "HY you ave provided 


with your atlawer | the queation, tow many, | have two more questions on thi 


parturt " fiery ate dt tthe shine 
lhey all npuke fumether, they amiled and with the ittoat courte 


yy they watad, 
"Thin ialitea imiilet t bie juurde jict ton if 1 bi ARUIEE ope Adminiatration,”™ 


iti the tollowing da |} wan tn the of flee of the director of the Ethate Groupe 
Adminiat ration ie opened a thle that wae ta tront of hie and went Lato the 
subject beginning with the eatabliahed tatroductton [about] the evila of thy 
“gate ol tour’ which had youe ae tar an deatroying the nattlonal polis vy alws 
and not betng sallatiod with the deatructton tt had brought about toa other 
pol lclen, He told im imal what | had already learned about the evila of the 


‘ureed four and about the un that hed dawned on China atte helt deteat 


Then te aald, “There ar h othe yroupsa tn China with an many ditterent 
orivinn an thes we nations an race m the Astan continent, The Han Chiltan. 
make up the largest eth yicrey lhey are the backbone of Chitha around whitch 
the other peop itt “grouped llveevre Tk jhomet GLY million Han Chiltvenms , all 

it whvwmn are of ij ane wacent ) nave ait ne mnie i bhiey live it 

4) percent of tty pire ves ferritor ot thittn liv rant duo are 65 wittiion 
persona, are dietributed among the rematning ethnic gi which live on almost 
Ps perecont of tte l vaniel te mee ! it the minorities represent © pereoent of 


t tye perapis mot thin 


“With ripe i ft | tee Maal t tue Th fintytihuted immoip 1t) cet bonds ; 7 Bit 
Lio , tte Ulvhuwura, the i) Le. , tte liviperak . tiv KRirghts . tty battare , tte 
fattt tiv alata, tov lr Allee Le mo the Kawean 

\n Jgeort pout tease ere li sii 

a | 1 ' t th Munil " L ive ai jv ple wii iwé | jal " it j 
den cent if } ‘ ! 1 ' it h6te ‘ fiat ire f tilion per I Piva Ula pehaeag 
wins are ' lurk ! ! Tk "LELELE LL j Baa my LL live ain ; «tinal 
group in thts ju st | the ¢ Th. } re mach te Bini miditde 








The Hole ate es atleged tChirouphout Chilnai to the @outh, ta the central region 
wil th the nerth, lhey are comoentrated in the provinces of Ningala, funnan, 
Henan and Cathe, 


lie Ulplure, the Commacke, the Elightae, the Tajlka, the Ushecksa and the 
luttare ate all ta the weatern areas, 


(Aw Wul tharwl Aman) 


| woe the Pitot Atabo out Muailw Journallet to enter the province of Alnjlany 
Which wae opened to toreiynera only to o/h and tor the Tlreat tlme alnce 194%, 





hi tore 19/8 peuple had tot seen the Tace of a torelygner, Thle la the treason 
Why «a Vielt lop totelpoet temton a cortoaity throughout ble vielt, and people 
treat hlw «ae Br AL lw were a af ratpe creature, 


lle Chltteae watch torelpuera closely, and they monttor thelr comlope and 
oles deaphoe the relative denatty with which torelgo tourtata tlock te 
th “ita Uf Chita Whose appearance and aubatance differ trom thowe of the 
feot oot Ohite, 


Tht lun betauee the yeoatre ol taolation which China expertenced--almuat Wo yeate 
nerved to preserve the epectal appearance of the province deaplite attempta to 
howe tia characterctattioa, 


Wien ane | in Alnjlang, one te tn what ta very clearly an tolamic commmtt 
iheat ta tndlattiogulahable tn appe aranre from an tealamls commmtity tn any Munition 
mmtny Ali hough operations to taduce the tan Chinese to emlyrate ao that 
they would tive amtdet the Ulphurea did try to change the charactertattioa of 

ah apertal appearance, the only @uccens these operations achleved wan a pat 
tial reallvatton of thetr objective ta Uraumgt only, the capital, ln the 
lilayee that are a eattered throughout the vaet deserta, lille goes on an tft 
siwayea hens Nothlog to the appearance of people "os lives han changed trom what 
lit tad been to the ape of eastern Lalamt«c Turkeatan, Not even tamily altve haw 
jhonwed, atd teamtiles with alex on etyht children are attll the eam, 

lihomgh the population of the province te ld million and ammyp them are / 
million Noalia the other 9 @illton, who are the product of the relocation 
ml torced migoution operationa, tive in a separate commmtty, They Live 
liter to tadepoadent villages of ta tadependent quartera ta Muslim villages, 


ha sistee tive hip iW Munlimnw «ofl Aine) taney acheive st sate ily ter theote lu lamt: tv al 
jione, jJuet bike the Hal Mualion of funnan, the torced @lyration operat ton 
lulled to dlarupt theese coheatve talamt« commmttion deaplite thelr relative 


Tr) Le 


ii ie OC tee tinal tia Min lion «afl funmnan have becom ao mithortt ' lin the provitnes 
lye / getaree iy] iii j su 4 mi yi at log ini ! hue teria ii gnucl ane ’ ‘7 i. mitt 71 t hye thea goer ert 
al the extermination operations that took place on the othws Nimweyern, thee 


love Loans in thely ooumberte hea nut itiected thelr adherence tuo thu lulamin iradt 


tiwon which are livmly othe dded tn thelr thearta, 








‘ye ool the adventagee of belo tn Alojlang ties tn the epportunity altorded 
hy ome'a preaence there to approach other Mualim ethnt:y groupe, The mont 
Piominent of thoes ate the Comseckea among whom there are about one @lliton 
Nusiion whe live ae shepherds lhety prtimetpal tocatton te the tlat aurtare 
of the Tal mountaine tn the tartheat poloat tn nortiweat China, Hheeaune 
they are ahepherde, they mauve Trequentiy with thelr felt tenta, thelr horaen 
and thelr aheep, They put up thelr tente where they can Clad green pastures, 
lhe pasturea uf the Tal have an eacellent reputation, Thelr aheep are the 
laryeat sheep, and they have the quat meat and the moat tat, A aheep ta nut 
wmallier than an ordinary call, tl one of the sheep falla on the growed, tf 
‘annet get up agalo without eomeoe'a help because of ita enormous alee, 


Yount of thowe people are Mualion in name, tn every travelloag group there tea 
me ehaybh to whom everything that pertatna to the lalam of the group tea 
felerred, We ie the one whe calle them to the Priday prayer, they atand tn 
hit bhlm th allence ta the presence of God, lhe anpercta oof thelr tlalam are 
jontined to the Priday prayer and celebrating the leant of Hreaking the Hamadan 
Yast and the Peaat of lawptlatton, To them the Veaat of lamolatiton ta wore 
lmportant ber ay of the animale that are alaughtered on that teaat latace] 
they breed them wd they are more entitied to thom, 


lhetli only prearcupattion te te look for green [paaturea|] and to chase away 

tle wolvea that threaten the aheep, Anyone ww killa a woll recel ven two 

sheep a8 @ teward The coweack dues not aay “Peace be with vou" when he pireets 
hin fella (trthbeeman|, Nor does he anak, “How are you’” Hat he anka hin 
lmmediately, “Aw Wal Sharwt Aman?” 


“Aw Wul” meane the tent; “aharwl" retera to the Iiveatock; and “aman” ta 
naturally underetouod laatety), Thie ta berauee If the tent ta well and the 
livestock’ are well, then what tae deatred trom the lord of the talthtul tea 
a0: Ompllahed, 
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"ALMAJALLAN' KEPOKTERE ~ LSLAMIC EXPANSION CAUSING BEIJING CONCERN 
London AL“MAJALLAN ta Arable 20°76 Dec 80 pp Ver4l 


lArticle by Jawwad Savydawl: “One Hundred Million Mualima Occupy the White Space 
in the Chinese Viag" | 


[Text|) The Cultural Revolution persecuted them, and the 
present povernment made a truce with them. Chinese Mualima 
antictpated the communtata tn riatng up againat the tmpertal 
regime, 


The commntat cegime separated the Mualima in several provinces 
in preparation tor curtalling their activity, 


When the noble-hearted Arab prophet said, “Seek knowledge, even if it ia tn 
China,” he wanted, may God blean him and grant him salvation, to emphasize 
how much interest the True Religton has in knowledge. With thia honorable 
itatement he wae aleo tndicating how far the vast land of China wan from the 
‘radie of talam, 


When the gates of the Par Laat were opened to the glorious message by meann 
of the Battle of al-Oadlatyah which wan led by Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, this un- 
forgettable battle realized the noble prophet'a “wiah.” It was not to seek 
knowledge that Muslima came to China, but rather to ahow the Astan peoples 
tie way to thelr eternal aalvation, 


Ching te almost a continent by ttwelf, lt hans an area of almont 9.7/7 million 
aquare Kilometers, that in, almont the entire area of Burope. Ita population 
in almont | billlon=-almont one third the human race--and 94 percent of China's 
population belony to an ethntc group that ta to a certain extent homogeneous. 
they are called Hans. The reat of the population belong to different ethnic 
groups. There are between #0 and 100 million Chinese Muslims, since there tna 
no accurate count of thia number, 


The True Religion came to China in the ftrat century Hegira either through con- 
quest or through trade, Persia ta ita entirety was conquered after the Battle 
of (Nahawind) in 22 Wegira (642 A.D.). Thin wan called the “conquest of all 
conqueate™ because of ite hiatortcal Importance and the great consequences that 
resulted trom it. ta 95 Hegira after the Muslima gained control of the land 








beyond the river, the Inlamic army under the leadership of Qutaybah tba 
Mualim aletahili advanced into the two diviatona of Turkeatan: the weatern 
or the Rusalan, and the eastern or the Chinese, Thia waa during the admine 
fatration of the Umayyad caliph, aleWalid tbn ‘AbdealeMalik. The lalamte 
army crossed the (Jayhun) (AmusDar'ya) river and conquered both Bukhara and 
Samarkand, The army reached the foothill of the famous mountain rangen of 
Tibet, which tw called "the top of the world" because of ita very high eleva- 
tion (6,000 metura). The tnaccensatbility of these mountaina waa no obatacle 
to the Muslims, They crossed the mountatna and continued thelr advance, armed 
with a true taith and an unahakable determination to exalt the word of God re- 
gardlessa of the material diltteultles that may block thelr way. They did 
accompliah the occupation of all of Turkestan, 


Commander Qutaybah tba Muslim intended to penetrate deeper into Chinese terri- 
tory, but he was forced to halt [his advance) when he learned of the caliph's 
death in Damascus, 


When the atruggle between the Umayyads and the Abbasids intensified, and the 
attaira of the lulamle callphate became unsettled, the conqueasta in the eant 
were halted, The Chinese thought that the diaputes that had broken out among 
the Muaslima could help them regain Turkestan and re-establish their control 
over it. In 134 Wegira (751 A.D.) they tried to advance with a large army, 
but the Muslima stood fast tia tront of their advance, and turned the Chinese 
army back. 


Although the military conquests were halted, the religious conquests continued 
without pause in the depths of the Astan continent. When the Moguls adopted 
Inlam in the Lith and 14th centurtles A.D., the majority of the population in 
the weatern and eastern sections of Turkestan became Muslim. From Turkestan 
the message epread to the various inner provinces of China. 


Iniam came to the southern and western coastal regions of China through the 

sea trade, Commercial relations between Islamic ports and Chinese ports { lour- 
ished in the lat century Hegira during the age of the T'Ang Dynasty which ruled 
China from 618 A.D. to 906 A.D. Muslima were mentioned in Chinese references 
early in the 7th century A.D. Chinese historlans mentioned the fact that a 

new religion had emerged in the land of the Arabs. They stated that that reliy- 
ion was different trom Buddhilem and that its temples had no statutes or pictures. 
These sources also spoke about the existence of Muslim commnities in some 
Chinese ciltles and that most of the Muslima [in those communities] were 
merchants, 


Al-Mas'udi visited some of these cities in 310 Hegira. In his famous book, 
"Muruj al-Dhahab" [The Meadows of Gold] he says, “The people of China have 
nations and tribes just like the tribes of the Arabs whose subtribal groups 


and branches are related to each other by mrriage. leople of the same sub 
tribal group do not mrry each other, For example a man trom (Madar) would 
marry a [woman from] (Kabi'ah) They claim that thetr healthy Lineage and 


their strong constitution [are the result of this practice].” 








In the Tight of the Mogul lavantona that awept the lalamle regtona tn the 6th 
and /th centurten Hegira (the L2th and Lith centurles A.D.) Large groups of 
Arab and Peratay Mualing migrated to Chinese territory where they settled and 
mixed with the natives, The traveler Marco Polo apoke about them and wo did 
the Arab traveler Ibn Battutah who dled to 774 HWegtra (1377 A.D,). Ta hhe 
"Ibo Battutah's Journey," the well-known journey that took him to China, he 
had remarked that "In each one of these citlen there la an annexe-that ta, a 
wubucb-ewhere only Muslima can live, They have thelr moaquen there, and they 
are held in high eateem by the people of China," 


Since the Lelamic religion does not have priests or miastonartes whose job Lt 
in to spread thelr religion on other countrles, aa la the cane with all the 
branches of Christianity, each Muslim, regardless of hia atation or hia bual- 
eas, concerns himeel! with the matter of advocating hia religion, Among the 
notable examples of thin tact tn the present age in the fact that the Ialamte 
Turkiah forces that took part tn the fighting between North and South Korea 
in 1955 participated, tn addition to thetr combat functions, in apreading the 
teachings of Islam for the firat time in Korea, [Aa a result] an [alamte com- 
munity with ite mosque emerged in Seoul, the capital of South Korea, An 
Alltance of Muslim Koreans that tneludes more than 5,000 Munlime also emerged, 


We can thus understand the slgnittcant role that the Muslim merchanta played 
in apreading the teachings of the True Religion among the people of China; 
they “entered the religion of God tn droves," 


The Age of the Republic 


Since the communist regime tgnores religious belleta, it ta diffleult to obtatn 
accurate statintica about Muslims in the People's Republic of China. The esti- 
mated figures that we obtalned were mentioned in the book, “The Islamic Coun- 
tries and the Islamic Minorities in the Contemporary World” by Dr Muhammad 
al-Sayyid Ghallab, by Dr Hasan ‘Abd-al-Qadir Salih and Mr Mahmud Shakir. The 
book was publisied by the Islamic [mam Muhammad thn Sa'ud University in Riyadh. 
The authors indicate that "Any atudy of China's Muslims relles basically on 
information [gathered] belore the rise of the communtat government in that 
country.” 


The republican cegime in China was founded to 1911 under the Leadership of Sun 
Yat Sen, ending a very long pertod of tmpertal rule. The success of the Chinese 
national leader waa sided by the fact that the Chinese masses rallled around him, 
hoping to get rid of the Lmpertal rule which had sunk to a very low degree of 
chaos, corruption and weaknesa, and this made the colontallat superpowers enter- 
tuin ambitious desires in the vast territory of China, It was natural tor 
Chinese Muslims to support the establishment of the republic because they had 
suffered constderable injustice and despotiam in the latter part of the last 
century during the imperial rule. Muslima had not given in to the injusttes 
that was dealt to them, and they rose up in successive rebelllons that were 
suppressed with cruelty. 


When the republic was founded, the Muslims regained thelr religious tdentity 
and contributed effectively to the success of the new regime's inatituttons 


i) 








which looked upon them as one of [ive ethnic groupa that make up the Chinese 
nation, Theee ethnic groupa are: Chinese, Manchu, Mogul, Mualim Hud and 
Tibetan, Accordingly, the Chinese flag conatated of five colora: red, yellow, 
blue, white and black, The white color aymbolizea the Mualima,. 


Muslims conatituted the vast majority in several inner provinces among which 
are [the following): 


lL, Kast Turkestan province Xinjiang: Le has an area of 1,710,745 aquare kilo- 
meters; and ite population ia eatimated to be 9 million, 95 percent of whom are 
Mualima, and the reat are buddhiata and Ciriatiana., When lalam came to this 
province, the Arable language became wideapread, Then the Peratan Language 


was spread and after it, the Turkish language, Today only the Chinese Language 
prevalla, 


During the age of the republic East Turkeatan was under the control of the 
Rugalann, it was returned to China tn 1943, In 1949 communtat rule was im 
posed on the province, and Fast Turkestan was granted autonomy within the new 
Chinese entity: Lt became known ae Xinjiang or the new province, 


2. Ganeu Province: It in directly adjacent to Fast Turkeatan and has an area 
of 400,000 aquare kilometers; its population te 18 million of which over 13 
million are Muslims, This province ia known for the numerous uprisings that 
ite Muslim residents carried out againet the imperial rule in the last century. 


The communist government resorted to dividing the state of Ganau into several 
provinces so as to disperse the Mualima and suppress thelr octivity. It sepa- 
rated two large cities trom Gansu: (Huchtu) and Xining were annexed to Tibet. 
Then a large section of the province, an area of 66,000 square kilometers, was 
separated from Gansu and was named Qinghal. 


3. Yunnan Province: [tt has an area of 437 square kilometers; its population 
ia 24 million o! which about 8 million are Muslims. 


Yunnan Province ia known tor its forest overed mountains, its deep valleys 
and numerous rivers, such as the Mekong River, the Red River, the Black River 
and the Blue River. buddhist Chinese own the best land in the province, 
espectally the plains that are tamous for the cultivation of rice. 


Islam was brought to Yunnan by a man who was known as "the most honorable 
gentleman" but whose real name is Shama al-Din ‘Umar. We entered the service 
of the Chinese Government and was made the ruler of Yunnan. He succeeded tn 
managing the province, and he spread justice, peace and order throughout its 
lands. Islam became widespread during his administration, and his family was 
held in high esteem until this century. When the republican regime was founded 
in 1913, the conditions of Muslims in Yunnan improved, and they established 
societies and schools and began to learn the Arabic language. But the situa- 
tion changed after the communists came to power when religious freedoms were 
suppressed and Musiims were prevented from carrying out any activity that was 
incompatible with the existing regime and its political and tdeological insti- 
tutions. 











4, (Chi) Province [ste]: It haw an area of 196,000 aquare kilometers; and ita 
population ta about 22 million, of which close to 8 million people are Muslims, 
The moat important Muslim community ia in the city of (Sinjan) which had seven 
mosques in the age of the republic, 


The reat of the Muslims are scattered among the various Chinese provinces where 
they constitute between 15 percent=-in Shanxi Province--and 1 percent=<in 
Jiangau Province, Mualima make up 10 percent of China's populatton, 


The former age of the republic gave Muslims opportunities to improve their 
conditions, Thus, Mualima eatabliahed their own private socteties, The moat 
important of those are: 


1, The Progress Society of China's Muslims: Its moat notable interest was 
to teach the children of Muslims. The society had 3,000 branches scattered 
throughout the Chinese regions, 


é. The [slamile Literature Society was founded by al-Haj Hilal al-Din (Hatah 
Ching) im 1344 Hegira in the city of Shanghal. This soclety sought [to do] 
the following: 


“To present the teachings of Islam in a simple, easy to understand manner. 
--To spread Islamic education among the children of Muslims, 
--To strengthen relations of friendship and kinship among China's Muslims, 


--To stimulate charitable actions and social efforts that seek to improve the 
standard of Muslims. 


i. The Islamic Teachers’ Institute in Beljing was founded in 1348 Hegira. 
[t had two printing presses: a Chinese one and an Arabic one. When the 
communists took over power, its curricula were altered and it became part 
of the Minorities’ Institute in Beijing. 


4. The Lslamic Unionist Soctety for all China was established in 1357 Hegira 
in the city of Hankow. It was headeu by the minister of defense in the natifon- 
‘list wovernment, ‘Umar (Bei Chung Chi). After communist rule was established, 
the soclety moved its main office to the tsland of Formosa, 


In addition to these societies, Muslims had their own Large number of institutes 
and schools. Among thes were the Prophet's College in the city of Hangzhou and 


the Crescent School for Girls in Beljing. 


The Communist Reyime 


Aiter the period of material and social stability which Muslims in China 
experienced under the republican (the oationalist) government, they went 
through harsh periods of unrest because of the events that swept China in 
the second quarter of this century. Japan attacked the northern regions olf 
China and it gained control over Manchuria where in 1931 it set up a 











poverument independent of Beljlng., When war broke out tn the Far Kanwt to 
1937 Japanese torcea penetrated deep into the Loner regiona of China, 


Meanwhile, the communiat threat led by Mao Zedong wae growing continuously, 

and relations between the Chinese Commntiat Party and the natlonallat repub- 
Lican government were chanylog according to elrcumatancea, Alter a perlod of 
bloody atruggles, the two factions, faced with the Japanese attack, agreed to 
establish “a united front" that lasted from 1937 to 1946, Then elvil war broke 
out between the two factlons, and tt ended with the victory of the commniats 
on the lat of October 1949, The communtatsa proclaimed the People's Republte 
of China under the leadership of Mao Zedong himsell, 


Rach faction had been trying to get closer to the Mualima, hoping to win thelr 
support againat the two other tactlons [ale]. Aa a result of thle atruggle, 
some fragmentation among the ranks of Mualima took place: they did not know 

on whose aide they were. because local authorittes were changing, Mualima were 
subjected to successive vindictive operattona, 


When the communists got thelr victory and took over power, they treated Muslims 
at tilrat with lLenlency because they needed support for thelr rising authority. 
But the Islamic groups that were loyal to the natlonallat republican regime 
were subjected trom the outset to the vengeance of the new rulers, Some people 
were killed; some were imprisoned; and some escaped to Formosa where the repub- 
lican regime continued under the leadership of Chiang Kal-chek., 


Since Islam is a religton and a state, that ta, it is both fatth and practice 

at the same time, it constitutes a major threat to communist Ldeology because 

it too is [bot!| theory and practice at the same time, Therefore, the new 
communist regime in China at first resorted to spreading the communist tdeology 
among Muslims by establishing a People's Islamic Soctety among whose leaders 
were Burhan al-Din Shahidl, the governor of Xinjlang; Sayf al-Din; Ibrahim; 

Abu Shang from Shanghal; and Muhammad Makin from Yunnan, This society opened 

a number of branches and educational centers in the areas where there were 

large numbers of Muslims, and it also published books and various publications 
that advocated supporting the new government and introduced communtst principles, 


[t seems that this plan did not succeed In achleving the objectives of the 
communist regime among the Muslins because they clung to their bellets and 
preserved their soclal traditions and customs that stemmed trom the True Rellp- 
fon. Therefore, the communists set out to change thetr plans, and they beyan 
to impose the principles of the commnist regime by torce. They divided the 
areas that had an Islamic majority so as to break up the religious blocs--as 
has been mentloned with regard to Cansu Province--and the state took control 
of religious trusts so the resources of mosques and Islamic schools were stop- 
ped, and thelr activities were suspended, These schools were then torced to 
cease their activities altogether when education was standardized in the People’s 
Republic of China under the direct and stern supervision of communist offictal 
agencies, This led to the alienation of the new generations of Muslims trom 
their religion, or rather basically trom any religious thinking. 


Among the most dangerous situations to which Muslim youth were subjected under 
the communist regime was the fact that they were forced to take part tn the 








labor camps where young peoples-males and temales=-were gathered to work and 

to live together under clroeumatances that were quice incompatible with relig- 
lous values, Muslima tried to object to this measure by rebelling In the city 
of (Kanhgor) in Kaat Turkestan to protest the tact that Muslim girls were 

forced to live with boys in the labor campa, The rebellion turned Into a 

battle between the Muslims and the government troops in 1377 Hegira (1957 A.D.), 
and about 3,500 Muslima lost thelr lives tn that battle, 


Driven by [the deslre to] fuse the groups of the Chinese people into the melt- 
ing pot of communtat national unity, the authorities restated all the traditions, 
custome and rites that were incompatible with communist principles, such as 

food, clothing, beverages, burtal customs and marriage, birth, inheritance and 
other rites, 


The sttuatlon became worse with the onset of the Cultural Revolution when viru- 
lent campalgna were launched against everything that was tncompatible with the 
teachings of "The Red Book," the Bible of Maolst communtsam. Every counteraction 
from the Mualime was resisted with violence and vehemence, 


Versecutlon Kased 


fut with the advent of 1979 Chinese authoritles began to abandon the methods of 
persecution that had been pursued espectally during the Cultural Revolution, 
They gave Muslims thelr right to assemble tn mosques, and the government prom- 
ised to rebuild the principal places of worship that had been destroyed during 
the Cultural Revolution, However, many Muslims who had been territled by the 
numerous political changes waited for a long time before going back to the 
mosques, Today, people can practice the rites of their religton openly, and 
the measures they used to take to worship in secret have disappeared, 


lo be specific, the postition of the Chinese Government was defined offictally 

in June 1980 when the new penal code was tssued. Article 147 of the code stipu- 
lates 2 years imprisonment for any offtctal who interferes with the freedom of 
religion, 


The Chinese Government's decision to reopen the centers of worship and prayer 
isn due to the fact that it ts trylng to achleve an open-door policy toward the 
world, China ts trying to get closer to the Western countries, and it is also 
trying to erase the horrible tmage that the world had of China after the pertod 
ot religious terrorism, This decision ts also due to the tact that China and 
Japan reached an agreement, which they signed tn 1978, when the League of 
Japanese Buddhists exerted considerable pressure on China so it would reopen 
the Buddhist temples in China, 


[he government had to grant the same right of religious ftreedom to Muslims 
and Christlans. tn 1950 there were | million Christians tn China; today, 
however, there are no more than 10,000 Living in the larger citles, 


Om the other hand the milltons of Muslims tn China constitute a serious problem 
for the authorities there. During the Cultural Revolutton Muslims who Lived in 
the major cities succeeded in warding off the attacks of the Red Guard, and the 

















revoluttlonary committees were torced to Luke into consideration the opteolons 
of the Lelamic communities when they made major decitatona in the muntctpalicties, 
At present Beljling feels apprehensive of the [slamic religious tide that ts 
Sweeping the Near East and moving eastwards. tbHeljing fears that thia tilde 
will sweep the areas that are inhabited by a Muslim majority and that if the 
policy of liberating religious faiths is misunderstood, it would be posatble 
for the Muslims to try to secede from the Chinese nation trom whom they difter 
in thought and in Lite style, They would try to get closer to their brothers 
in Soviet Turkestan, This would mean the end of the period of stability in 
the region of Xinjiang and, consequently, it would ralee the posstbility ot 

a struggle with the Soviet Union, 
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